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 2. Follow the coverage of an ongoing news 
story across a variety of media outlets, on and 
off-line (inc. print, radio, television, public, 
commercial, independent, social media 
platforms, blogs, etc). Analyse the coverage 
using some or all of the following concepts: 
participatory culture, collective intelligence, 
power and control. 

The Question in Question 



What did I find? 



 The internet is where it’s happening. 
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What did I find? 



 The internet is where it’s happening. 

 

 But it’s not perfect. 

 

 Other sources are too restrictive. 

What did I find? 



The Story 

  



The Story 

 



The Story 



 “The term, participatory culture, is intended to contrast 
with older notions of media spectatorship. In this 
emerging media system, what might traditionally be 
understood as media producers and consumers are 
transformed into participants who are expected to interact 
with each other according to a new set of rules which none 
of us fully understands.” 

 

 Jenkins, H., 2006. Convergence Culture: Where Old and New 
Media Collide. New York: New York University Press. 

Participatory Culture 



 

What Participation? 



What Participation? 



Participation Gives Audience Opinion 



Participation Gives Audience Opinion 



Always PC? Always Relevant? 
Well, not exactly… 



Parody 

 



Parody 



Parody 



Is that all the internet is? 
Bickering and jokes? 

 



Is that all the internet is? 
Bickering and jokes? 

Well, no… 



Is that all the internet is? 
Bickering and jokes? 

Well, no… 

 

Sometimes there is interesting 
insight too. 



Collective Intelligence 

 “Nobody knows everything, 
everyone knows something.” 
(Jenkins, 2006) 



Besides… 

  



Besides… 

 “Martin has no right to criticise 
anyone seeing as he help set up 
the HSE plus had no qualms about 
spending 4k on two nights in a 
hotel.” 
-Stephen Doyle, October 20th 

 

 “So when Ireland was in good 
times why didn’t Micheál Martin 
as minister for health make the 
necessary changes? He had ample 
time, opportunity and resources 
to do so.” 
-Liam, October 20th 

 



Besides… 

 “…I think it’s a bit rich of 
Mícheál Martin, the architect 
of the HSE, the man who had 
more money that at any other 
time in the history of the state 
and made a complete mess of 
the health service…” 
- James Reilly, October 21st 
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the HSE plus had no qualms about 
spending 4k on two nights in a 
hotel.” 
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 “So when Ireland was in good 
times why didn’t Micheál Martin 
as minister for health make the 
necessary changes? He had ample 
time, opportunity and resources 
to do so.” 
-Liam, October 20th 



 

But not all is well… 
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 Some websites (The Mirror, RTÉ) don’t allow 
comments. 
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 Comment filtering still happens on websites. 

 

 Some websites (The Mirror, RTÉ) don’t allow 
comments. 

 

 The Independent removes all comments after 48 
hours. 

But not all is well… 



Before… 



…After 



 

But why bother? 



 A million other platforms exist for comment. 
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 Websites like The Journal are miles ahead of the old 
media in terms of accommodating audience 
participation. 

But why bother? 



 A million other platforms exist for comment. 

 

 Websites like The Journal are miles ahead of the old 
media in terms of accommodating audience 
participation. 

 

 It’s cheap and easy to set up your own website. 

But why bother? 



 

Conclusion 



 Newspapers, TV, and radio, may offer the illusion of 
participation through things like paltry comments 
sections buried away. 
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 But the internet is offering a real form of participation 
that the others cannot keep up with. 

Conclusion 



 Newspapers, TV, and radio, may offer the illusion of 
participation through things like paltry comments 
sections buried away. 

 

 But the internet is offering a real form of participation 
that the others cannot keep up with. 

 

 Sometimes they don’t want to keep up. 

Conclusion 



 Do I even have time to take them? 

Any Questions? 


