
Jane Jacobs 
Life, Legacy, Interpretation 



The superblock  



New American Urbanism 

• “It was in defence of Washington Square that these and 

other activists first brought to the fore the issues that now 

define American urbanism: the primacy of diverse 

neighbourhoods as the real essence of the city; the 

privileging of the pedestrian and mass transit over the 

automobile; the meaning and importance of public space; 

the value of the traditional streetscape over the towers-in-

the-park of urban renewal; and the wisdom of the citizen 

over and against the top-down expertise of the planner.” 

(Robert Fishman, “Revolt of the Urbs,” 124) 

 



Jane Jacobs 



Death & Life of Great 

American Cities 

• “Orthodox planning is much imbued with puritanical and 

Utopian conceptions of how people should spend their 

free time, and in planning, these moralisms on people‟s 

private lives are deeply confused with concepts about the 

workings of cities. In maintaining city street civilization, 

the White Horse bar and the church sponsored youth 

centre, different as they undoubtedly are, perform much 

the same public street civilizing service.” (Death and 

Life, 123) 

 





Gentrification 

• “... many of the rich or near-rich in cities appear to 
appreciate sidewalk life as much as anybody. At any rate, 
they pay enormous rents to move into areas with an 
exuberant and varied sidewalk life. They actually crowd 
out the middle class and the poor in lively areas like 
Yorkville or Greenwich Village in New York, or 
Telegraph Hill just off the North Beach streets of San 
Francisco. They capriciously desert, after only a few 
decades of fashion at the most, the monotonous streets of 
„quiet residential areas‟ and leave them to the less 
fortunate.”  



Public Life 

• “The houses here [the Chatham Village development in 

central Pittsburgh] are grouped in colonies around shared 

interior lawns and play yards, and the whole development 

is equipped with other devices for close sharing, such as a 

residents‟ club which holds parties, dances, reunions, has 

ladies activities like bridge and sewing parties, and holds 

dances and parties for the children. There is no public life 

here, in any city sense. There are differing degrees of 

extended private life” (Death & Life, 64) 

 




