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Abstract 

The aim of this research study is to compare and contrast the age groups when attitudes 

towards LGBTQI are compared, while likewise comparing the differences of opinion on this 

topic. Further study yielded information on Religion, education and gender which lead to 

three more hypotheses being created. The sample size for this study was 214. In order to 

compare groups the sample was re-coded into two groups, younger adults (113) and older 

adults (101). Quantitative analysis was used to compare these groups. The findings of this 

study did support the main hypothesis, but in contrast with previous research it was found 

that older adults have a more positive attitude towards LGBTQI people. This study then 

concludes that after reviewing the collected data and previous research, education and a 

change in Governmental Law and policies is what can help change attitudes towards 

LGBTQI people from negative to positive. 
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Introduction 

What is LGBTQI? 

As this research aims to calculate attitudes towards the Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual, Transgender, 

Questioning and Intersex (LGBTQI) community in Ireland, it is of course apt to first give an 

explanation as to these terms. As such the following definitions came from the Lesbian, Gay, 

Bi-sexual, Transgender, Queer, Intersex, Asexual UC Davies Resource Centre at the 

University of California, Davis (2013). “The LGBTQIA Resource Centre is a dynamic, 

responsive and collaborative organization that serves UC Davis and the surrounding region 

by providing a growing spectrum of programs, resources, outreach and advocacy” 

(UCDavis.edu, 2013) and as such, these specific definitions were chosen to give 

understanding and clear guidance when referring to LGBTQIA. 

 

• Lesbian: A woman whose primary sexual and affectional orientation is toward people 

of the same gender. 

• Gay: A sexual and affectional orientation toward people of the same gender 

• Bisexual: A person whose primary sexual and affectional orientation is toward people 

of the same and other genders, or towards people regardless of their gender 

• Transgender: used most commonly as an umbrella term, some commonly held 

definitions include 1. Someone whose gender identity or expression does not fit within 

dominant-group social constructs of assigned sex and gender. 2.  A gender outside of the 

man/woman binary.  3. Having no gender or multiple genders. 

• Queer: According to the UC Davis Resource Centre this term refers to anyone who 

chooses to identify as such i.e. any sexual affiliation, and has different meanings for different 

people as there are offensive meanings still attached by some. This is evident within the 

Oxford online dictionary where queer is defined as „strange or odd‟.  

An interesting point to note with regard to the „Q‟ within the acronym, is that it is also 

defined as „questioning‟ within the Irish LQBT charity shoutout.ie,  leading to the belief that 

this relates to people who are questioning their sexuality. 
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• Intersex: People who naturally (that is, without any medical intervention) develop 

primary or secondary sex characteristics that do not fit neatly into society's definitions of 

male or female…. Hermaphrodite is an out-dated and inaccurate term that has been used to 

describe intersex people in the past. 

• Asexuality: Asexual orientation generally characterized by not feeling sexual 

attraction or a desire for partnered sexuality. Asexuality is distinct from celibacy, which is the 

deliberate abstention from sexual activity. Some asexual people do have sex. There are many 

diverse ways of being asexual. Due to the available literature and Irish policy available, 

Asexual orientation will be omitted from this study. 

History of LGBTQI in Ireland 

The role of gay marriage and the status of LGBTQI is a hot topic within Ireland at present. 

Not only is there questions being asked about same sex marriage; but there is an on-going 

debate between the Oireachtas and a number of LGBT and human rights organisations on the 

inclusion of recognition for transgender and intersex people in the new Gender Recognition 

Bill (BelongTo, 2013).  BelongTo (2013) write that this debate is also for the rights of 

transgender and intersex people under the age of eighteen and those who are currently in a 

marriage and/or in civil partnerships, to be recognised. Organisations such as „BelongTo‟ and 

‟Amnesty international‟ are also debating the need for transgender and intersex people to 

obtain a letter from their doctor diagnosing them as transgender or intersex before they can be 

recognised as such by the state, these organisations want this to be taken out of the list of 

requirements for recognition. 

The fight against oppression of the LGBT community has been long in Ireland‟s history. 

Since 1861 there have been “Laws criminalising homosexual acts between men” (Ferriter, 

2009, p.475).  In 1967 the UK passed a “legislation legalising homosexuality in England and 

Wales‟ (Ferriter, 2009, p.475). In a public attitudes survey conducted in Ireland in 1977, on 

the attitudes towards sexuality, the topic of homosexuality was touched upon. One may note 

that this was a brave move, as Ireland was a predominantly a Catholic country at this time. 

However, the findings of the survey “seemed to indicate that public attitudes were ahead of 

church and state [and that] homosexual behaviour between adults should not be a crime” 

(Ferriter, 2009, p.407). Likewise, Ulster television in the North of Ireland issued an opinion 

poll (similar to that of the survey conducted in the Republic of Ireland in 1977) in which they 

asked „Are you in favour of divorce and homosexual law reform?‟ (Ferriter, 2009, p.478). 
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The result of this opinion poll was divided amongst the participants as “42%... responded 

favourably and 42% against… 15% undecided” (Ferriter, 2009, p.478). 

It is important to note at this stage, that there is an overwhelming amount of literature that is 

solely concerned with male homosexuality rather than that of male and female 

homosexuality. This is implicated by Ferriter (2009) and McCormack and Gleeson (2010), 

when they write of women both in the North and the Republic of Ireland protesting for 

women‟s rights; as “the lesbian movement was somewhat fractured because of its energies 

being divided between gay rights and women‟s liberation issues” (Ferriter, 2009, p.511). The 

1980‟s began to see a change in how Ireland viewed the homosexual community. It is thought 

that this change was fuelled by a European court case in which  an Irish  homosexual man 

won when “the European court held that the legislation criminalising male homosexual acts 

violated the European Convention of Human Rights”  (Ferriter, 2009, p.481). Likewise in 

1993, homosexuality amongst men was decriminalised in Ireland, aiding to this continuous 

change (Ferriter, 2009, p.488). 

This Current Study 

Writings by Ferriter (2009) have spurred this research to take place. He states:  “Between 

2004 and 2005… homophobia was still seen as a respectable and acceptable prejudice…” 

(Ferriter, 2009, p.501). With not even 10 years in the difference, I question whether this 

“respectable and acceptable prejudice” still takes place. Likewise, Ferriter (2009) notes that 

“change in attitudes… was evident in July 2007 when the iconic Free Derry wall… was 

painted pink for the Gay and Lesbian Foyle Pride Festival…” (Ferriter, 2009, p. 501), I 

question this attitude in today‟s society. As a result of these statements, along with research 

on the topic, including the 1977 and 1978 opinion polls mentioned, this piece of research has 

come about. As such, I will first, represent an overview of the literature regarding attitudes to 

those of LGBTQI orientation.  I will review literature regarding: the current status of 

LGBTQI rights in Ireland, attitudes with regards to gender, age, education and religion. This 

literature aims to form the foundations of my research. My research aims to investigate 

attitudes of students from a third level educational institution in Dublin towards the LGBTQI 

community and people. This will be done using age, gender, education and Religion as 

variables. 
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Literature Review 

LQBTQI Rights 

There is evidence to suggest that the movement for rights and gender recognition for 

LGBTQI people was helped by the removal of Homosexuality as a mental illness from the 

„Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders‟ [DSM] list of mental illnesses 

(Chapman et al, 2012) in 1973. This was also followed six years later by Sweden, as; in 1979 

The Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare removed homosexuality as a disease 

from the Swedish version of the International Classification of Diseases (ICD) (Landén and 

Innala 2002).  This declassification of homosexuality to helped change homosexuality from 

being viewed „… as a disease, to … a cultural minority…‟  (Chapman et al, 2012) 

The Gender Recognition Bill 2013 of Ireland is put forward to enable “transgender people to 

achieve full legal recognition of their self-identified gender‟ (Oireachtas, 2013). While this 

may be viewed as a positive move for Ireland in the area of LGBTQI rights,  organisations 

who campaign for the rights LGBTQI people are asking for parts of the proposed bill to be 

altered, so as to include the rights of those under the age of eighteen and  also to include 

people who are of an intersexual orientation. One such site is BelonGTo.org, which askes for 

the Bill to “adequately support transgender and intersex people in Ireland” (BeLonGTo.org, 

2013).  

A look at the United Kingdom, who has already implemented the rights of LGBTQ people 

into Law and the Bill of Human Rights, may help and perhaps encourage Ireland to follow in 

their footsteps. However, although rights for LGBTQI people are noticed within the UK‟s 

Law and Human Rights Bill there are still studies which write of LGBTQ young people 

experiencing “homophobic/transphobic bullying, discrimination, and marginalization” 

(Sherriff et al, 2010, p.940). Likewise, Sweden has also implemented equal rights for 

LGBTQI people into their law where relationship recognition within the workplace is 

acknowledged. However, similar to that of the U.K, surveys in Sweden report “widespread 

homophobia” (Lande´n, M. and Innala, S., 2002, p. 181). It is therefore noted that although 

the law recognises the rights of LGBTQI, the public may not. A question therefore comes to 

mind regarding Ireland‟s change of law of LQBTQI rights: Would the implementation of this 

Bill into Irish Law mean that attitudes towards the LGBTQI community would be changed? 

Attitudes and Age 
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There is very little research or literature available on attitudes towards people identifying as 

LGBTQI in relation to age. The majority of previous research has been conducted on third 

level students in relation to religion, education, bullying, gender and occupation such as 

health care and teaching. Although a piece of research by Landén and Innala, (2002) did look 

at age as a predictor of attitudes towards people who identify as LGBTQI. This study found 

that “The younger age group…were much more in favour of marriage between two people of 

the same sex” (Landén and Innala, 2002, p. 184).  This result therefore highlights that those 

within the older group, who took part in this study, were less in favour of same sex marriage 

than their younger research participants. Likewise, findings reported that more younger 

people than older people approved of the rights of same sex couples being allowed to adopt 

and raise children (Landén and Innala, 2002, p. 184). Finally, it was found that those within 

the younger age group were more accepting of heterosexual people holding a friendship with 

homosexual people, than those in the older age group (Landén and Innala, 2002, p. 184). 

These results are further reinforced by research conducted by Patrick et al., (2013) who found 

that older people tend to have more of a negative attitude towards people who identify as 

LGBTQI than younger people. However, Patrick et al., (2013) also notes how attitudes 

among some older people in Australia are have and are continuing to change, which the 

researchers attribute to the obtainment of higher education. 

Attitudes and Gender  

Iraklis (2010) reports “that negative attitudes are more strongly held by people who score 

high in religiosity [and] that heterosexual men hold strong negative attitudes towards male 

homosexuality [also] that younger subjects had more negative attitudes” (Iraklis, 2010, 

p.170However the primary understanding by O‟Higgins-Norman (2008) on LBGTQI 

attitudes is that of gendered socialisation. The writer believes that it is the gendered 

socialisation through the „dominant sexual culture‟ (i.e.  Heterosexual) that fuels prejudice 

towards LGBTQI people. As such O‟Higgins-Norman‟s (2008) views somewhat contrast 

with that of Iraklis (2010) who believes religion is the most effective factor of attitudes. 

It has also been found that the opportunity (or lack of opportunity) to interact‟ with people 

who identify as LGBTQI can be a predictor of an individual‟s attitude towards those of said 

orientation (Iraklis, 201). Therefore, it may be noted that men or women who purposely do 

not interact with people who identify as LGBTQI, may do so due to negative attitudes held 

towards those of LGBTQI orientation. This point may be further reinforced by O‟Higgins-
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Norman (2008) who gives an example “where boys are gathered in groups a particular form 

of „„compulsive masculinity‟‟ emerges and that this form of masculinity is characterised by a 

high degree of sexism and homophobia” (O‟Higgins-Norman, 2008, p.2). 

Attitudes, Education and the need for Training 

Chapman, Zappia and Shields (2012), highlight that the monitoring of health care 

professionals has been on-going for many years and has recently widened its investigation to 

look at how individual‟s attitude  of  health care professionals can effect both their belief 

system, and behavioural system when treating individuals who are of LGBTQI orientation. 

Sheriff, Hamilton, Wigmore and Giambrone (2011) looks at how education and training of 

professional health care providers can affect how members of the LGBTQI community are 

viewed and treated.  Their study found that young LGBTQI people living in rural areas of 

Sussex in the UK are experiencing mistreatment by health care staff to which the writers 

suggest is due to “the provider [of health care] not having received appropriate training” 

(Sheriff et al, 2011, p. 941). It was the voicing of this mistreatment by young LGBTQI people 

which lead to further investigation; where Sheriff et al (2011) were provided with evidence of 

the inadequacies in the provision of health care to LGBTQI people. The findings suggested 

that health care professionals felt they did not have the confidence or the training to treat 

appropriately and adequately or meet the needs of LGBTQI people. Both these findings 

brought Sheriff et al (2011) to the conclusion that specific training is required to health care 

professionals in dealing with issues, specifically mental health issues relating to and of 

importance to those of LGBTQI orientation.  

It has also been suggested by Iraklis (2010) is that level of education is crucial when looking 

at attitudes towards LGBTQI people; this is likewise reinforced by Gary and Cidade (2010). 

Patrick et al (2013, p. 618) says that “In general, increasing education reduces the likelihood 

of…a negative attitude toward homosexual behaviour” (Patrick et al, 2013, p. 618).  

O‟Higgins-Norman (2008) also supports the claim that education is important in moulding 

attitudes towards LGBTQI people. These ideas can also be further reinforced by Sheriff et al 

(2011), McCormack and Gleeson (2010) and the Just the Facts Coalition (2008) who 

highlights those types of education can also be a predictor in attitudes towards people who 

identify as LGBTQI. 

Sheriff et al (2011, p.947) highlights a need for training and education for teachers in the area 

of LGBTQI as opinion experienced by many of the participants of this study highlighted that 
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teachers were afraid to use the words Lesbian, Gay or Transgendered „for fear of causing 

offence. Results therefore indicate the need for substantial training and likewise, punishment 

of teachers and staff members in reference to LGBTQI incidents. Such training could be 

copied like that of the Just the Facts Coalition (2008) who advocates for the training of 

professionals on the topic of LQBTQI; highlighting it‟s full support of the “dissemination of 

accurate information about sexual orientation… and appropriate interventions in order to 

counteract bias that is based in ignorance or unfounded beliefs about sexual orientation” (Just 

the Facts Coalition, 2008, p. 7).  Just the Facts Coalition (2008) also states that a school 

counsellor should not attempt to “change a student‟s sexual orientation/gender identity but 

instead to provide support to LGBTQ students to promote student achievement and personal 

well-being” (Just the Facts Coalition, 2008, p. 7).   

Education is often referred to as “important sites for the production and regulation of sexual 

identities” (McCormack and Gleeson, 2010, p.4), suggesting also that school can be an aid in 

shaping an individual‟s attitude and behaviour. Likewise, adolescence plays a vital role as 

young people are seen to discover and „come out‟ to their sexual identity, and school is the 

epicentre of this discovery as adolescence spend so much time there. However, Mayock et al., 

(2009), highlights that in the Irish education system there have been incidents where young 

LGBT people have experienced bullying both from fellow students and staff.  This 

experience of bullying may be attributed to the relationship between Catholicism and 

Education within the Irish schooling system. The Catholic Church believe “that gay acts are 

immoral” (Ferriter, 2009, p.495) and as such can be seen to potentially influence attitudes of 

teachers, especially if “moral education was provided under the umbrella of Religious 

Education” (McCormack and Gleeson, 2010, p.5). 

Attitudes and Religion 

Jones‟s (2011) article „The Stained Glass Closet: Celibacy and Homosexuality in the Church 

of England to 1955‟, suggests that Catholicism has a negative attitude towards people who 

identify as LGBTQI. He writes “Christian institutions have variously been charged with 

repressing, policing and regulating understandings of sexuality” (Jones, 2011, p.2). This is 

supported by Patrick et al (2013) who speak of how respondents to their study, who had 

Christian affiliations, held a more negative attitude towards people who identify as LGBTQI. 

Jones‟ (2011) paper continues to infer that the Catholic religion did at one time accept 

homosexuality as a way of life; as “the Anglo-Catholic movement provided a space for non-
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heterosexually inclined men‟ and that during the 1830‟s homosexuality was seen as a 

„romantic friendship [of two men and how it] did not arouse suspicion of illicit sexual desire” 

(Jones, 2011, p. 5).  There is reflection and further study required to understand how there 

was a change to believing that a romantic friendship between men was a „sexual perversion‟ 

(Jones, 2011, p.5) and that men who were non-heterosexually inclined were giving into 

„horrible temptations… unnatural vice[s] and [taking part in] terrible mischief‟ (Jones, 2011, 

p. 9).  

Gary and Cidade (2010) in their article on „Catholicism on Campus: Stability and Change in 

Catholic Student Faith by College Type‟ tell of how the majority of students of Catholic 

affiliated colleges in the United States of America have a positive attitude towards people 

who identify as LGBTQI. They write of how “graduating seniors are predominantly pro-

abortion, and approve of homosexual „marriage‟” (2010, p. 1).  Gary and Cidade (2010) also 

talk of how people who do not have a higher level of education show less interest and belief 

in Religion (p. 214 & 215). Iraklis (2010, p. 171) also supports Gary and Cidade (2010) in 

that people with a higher level of education tend to show a more positive attitude towards 

lesbian women and gay men; as he writes "People who are less educated, older and married 

are expected to express more negative attitudes compared to those who are highly educated, 

younger and single” although Iraklis (2010) does not relate higher levels of education to a 

higher belief in Religion. 

All research which is mentioned above is conducted outside of Ireland, except for Mayock et 

al (2009) study. All show seems to support the hypotheses of this current study. This 

literature review will be used to analyse the results of this current study. 
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Methods 

Research Design 

The aim of this research was to investigate the impact of age on attitudes, held by people 

towards the LGBTQI community. The decision to use a quantitative method of analysis was 

made due to the aim of this research. As I wanted to gather attitudes and opinion against the 

variable of age, it was apt to use a quantitative method of data collection and analysis. 

Materials 

Participants completed a short questionnaire, see Appendix one, which consisted of 

demographic questions such as age, gender, education level and Religion. These initial 

questions were followed by ten questions developed using a gender role test for men and 

another for women, see appendix four, these „gender role test‟ were obtained from a peer 

reviewed questionnaire site named „Queendom.com‟. When using these questions the word 

„gender‟ was changed for „sex‟, with question one the word „guy‟ was changed to the word 

„man‟ and with question three the word „guy‟ was changed for the word „someone‟.  

Questions one to nine were scored positively, meaning number one indicated a support to 

each statement and five indicates non-support for each statement. The scoring with question 

ten was slightly different, this question maintains the positive scoring but only contains four 

options, option one indicates a support for the statement, option two Agrees and adds „but 

would do the same for a boy‟, option three indicates a slight agreement with the statement but 

also adds „want her to learn these skills and others‟ and option four indicates non-support for 

the statement.  

The layout of this questionnaire was designed to be as easy and as quick as possible for 

participants to complete. The statements included „A man should be aware of how masculine 

he is appearing to others‟ and „Little girls should be discouraged from being too tomboyish‟ 

for example. 

Participants 

Participants volunteered to take part in the completion of these questionnaires and there were 

no incentives offered to gain participants. 
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The number of participants mounted to a total of two-hundred and fourteen, ninety of which 

were males and one-hundred and twenty-four were female. Participants were then split into 

two age groups; the age groups were younger adults (18-25) and older adults (26-60). 47.8% 

of males are in the younger age group and 35.6% are in the older age group, 52.2% of 

females are in the younger age group and 64.4% are in the older age group. The youngest age 

in both male and female participants was eighteen the oldest male participant was forty-six 

and the oldest female participant was fifty-six. 83.8% of those within the younger adults‟ 

category and 77.6% of the older adults‟ category indicated that they had an undergraduate 

level of education,  

The theme of religion was divided into two groups: Christian and Non-Christian. In the 

younger age group category 47.5% of participants indicated that they follow Christian 

religions, while 52.5% of the younger adults indicated that they follow Non-Christian 

religions. In the older age group 66.3% of participants indicated that they follow Christian 

religions and only 33.7% of younger adults indicated that they follow Non-Christian 

religions. 

Procedure 

The researcher sought permission from lecturers of a Dublin third level institution to enter 

both their full-time and part-time classes, via email. Each email contained information about 

the researcher, the research, a copy of the questionnaire also accompanied the email so that 

the lecturers could read the content before deciding on whether to grant permission or not. 

Once permission had been granted the researcher attended both full-time and part-time 

classes, in each class the researcher addressed the students, provided some information of the 

researcher, the research and what was expected of them as participants. The students were 

also informed that the completion of the questionnaires was completely voluntary. 

Participants were also informed verbally that all data would remain confidential. The 

questionnaires took no longer than ten minutes and once complete the researcher asked that 

all participants fold their questionnaire and then collected them and placed them in a folder. 

The researcher then thanked all students and lecturers for the co-operation. Once all data had 

been collected a thank you email was sent to each lecturer in which both they and their 

students were thanked again. 
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Ethical Considerations 

For the purpose of this research the „Dublin Business School Ethical Guidelines for Research 

with Human Participants and Procedures for Ethical Approval‟ was used to maintain a 

professional tone for the research and to make sure that the research was conducted in the 

best possible way and to ensure that all participants were cared for and shown respect. The 

questionnaire was then sent to the research supervisor for approval before any data was 

collected.  At the beginning of each questionnaire was a brief outline of the study and an 

information slip provided with each questionnaire which contained contact details of some 

organisations which set out to provide help/information to both heterosexual and homosexual 

people in relation to LGBTQI issues. This was conducted as the topic of the LGBTQI 

community may be a sensitive topic for some of the participants. The list of organisations 

included shoutout.ie, alotogether.org and lgbtnoise.ie. This slip also gave contact details for 

the researcher should any participants want more detail or to with draw their participation 

from the study. 
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Results 

The aim of this research was to investigate the influence of age on attitudes towards people 

who identify as LGBTQI. Subsequent to this main variable of age, three other variables were 

also a focus of this study. The other variables were the influence that religion, educational 

level and gender had on attitudes towards people who identify as LGBTQI. The Hypotheses 

of this study were,  

1. Hypothesis one sought to investigate whether older adults had a more negative 

attitude than younger adults. 

2. Hypothesis two sought to investigate whether women had a more positive attitude 

than men. 

3. Hypothesis three sought to investigate whether people with a higher level of education 

had a more positive attitude than those with a lower level of education. 

4. Hypothesis four sought to investigate whether people who follow Christian based 

Religions had a more negative attitude than those who follow Non-Christian 

Religions. 

Like with the variable of age, Religion had to be re-coded as the collected data yielded 

thirteen different Religions. This data was re-coded into Christian and Non-Christian, see 

appendix three for full list of Religions. In order to control for education level of education 

was listed as 1= Leaving Certificate, 2= Undergraduate and 3= Post Graduate. To control for 

gender 1= Male and 2= Female. These demographic questions , age, gender, education and 

Religion, were investigated as they help form parts of society and previous studies showed 

that all four do have either positive and or negative effects on attitude. 

Descriptive Analysis 

Descriptive frequencies were run on each of the four independent variables (age, religion, 

education level and gender) to show the percentage of how many of each agree/disagree with 

the statements laid out in the questionnaire. 

In order to test hypothesis one, that there is an attitude difference between age groups towards 

LGBTQI identified people, the variable of age had to be re-coded. Ages 18-25 years were re-

coded as „younger Adults‟ and ages 26-56 years were re-coded as „Older Adults‟. 
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The statements used to devise the questionnaire can be seen as gender stereotypes, these 

stereotypical statements were therefore used to elicit as must honesty from participants in 

their responses for each statement.  

Hypothesis one: Age Comparison of Results 

Tables‟ one through ten illustrates the frequency at which both the younger and older age 

groups responded to a series of statements relating to attitudes towards people who identify as 

LGBTQI.  

Table 1: 

Statement 1: A man should be aware of how masculine he is appearing to others. 

new age Frequency Valid Per cent 

Younger 

Adults 

Strongly Agree 5 4.4 

Agree 29 25.7 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 33 29.2 

Disagree 25 22.1 

Strongly Disagree 21 18.6 

Total 
113 100.0 

 

   

Older Adults 

 

Strongly Agree 8 8.1 

Agree 15 15.2 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 32 32.3 

Disagree 28 28.3 

Strongly Disagree 16 16.2 

Total 99 100.0 

Missing System 2 

Total 101  

As can be seen from table one above 25.7% of younger adults agreed where only 15.2% of 

older adults agreed with the statement that, Men should be aware of how masculine they are 

appearing to others. 
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Table 2: 

Statement 2: Boys should do whatever they can to avoid being called a sissy. 

new age Frequency Valid Per cent 

Younger Adults  

Strongly Agree 8 7.1 

Agree 17 15.0 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 34 30.1 

Disagree 25 22.1 

Strongly Disagree 29 25.7 

Total 113 100.0 

     

Older Adults  

Strongly Agree 10 9.9 

Agree 12 11.9 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 20 19.8 

Disagree 30 29.7 

Strongly Disagree 29 28.7 

Total 101 100.0 

As can be seen with table two above 29.7% of older adults disagree that boys should do 

whatever they can to avoid being called a sissy, where only 22.1% of younger adults 

disagreed to the same statement.  
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Table 3: 

Statement 3: Someone who implied that I was homosexual would be risking a beating. 

new age Frequency Valid Per cent 

Younger Adults 

 

Strongly Agree 11 9.8 

Agree 11 9.8 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 23 20.5 

Disagree 30 26.8 

Strongly Disagree 37 33.0 

Total 112 100.0 

Missing System 1 

Total 113 

Older Adults  

Strongly Agree 6 5.9 

Agree 8 7.9 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 16 15.8 

Disagree 29 28.7 

Strongly Disagree 42 41.6 

Total 101 100.0 

In table three above it can be seen that to the statement, someone who implied that I was gay 

would be risking a beating, 33% of younger adults strongly disagreed and 41.6% of older 

adults strongly disagreed. 
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Table 4: 

Statement 4: Girls and boys are naturally inclined towards certain behaviours and interests for 

their sex. 

new age Frequency Valid Per cent 

Younger Adults 

 

Strongly Agree 17 15.2 

Agree 41 36.6 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 31 27.7 

Disagree 11 9.8 

Strongly Disagree 12 10.7 

Total 112 100.0 

Missing System 1 

Total 113 

Older Adults  

Strongly Agree 19 18.8 

Agree 40 39.6 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 31 30.7 

Disagree 8 7.9 

Strongly Disagree 3 3.0 

Total 101 100.0 

In table four above a 7.7% difference between younger and older adults response to the 

statement that girls and boys are naturally inclined towards certain behaviours and interests 

for their sex. This difference can be seen as 10.7% of younger adults strongly disagreed and 

3% of older adults strongly disagreed.  
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Table 5: 

Statement 5: Little girls should be discouraged from being too tomboyish. 

new age Frequency Valid Per cent 

Younger 

Adults 

Strongly Agree 8 7.3 

Agree 12 10.9 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 32 29.1 

Disagree 25 22.7 

Strongly Disagree 33 30.0 

Total 110 100.0 

Missing System 3 

Total 
113 

  

Older Adults 

 

Strongly Agree 8 8.4 

Agree 5 5.3 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 13 13.7 

Disagree 35 36.8 

Strongly Disagree 34 35.8 

Total 95 100.0 

Missing System 6 

Total 101  

In table five above it can be seen that 36.8% of older adults disagree that little girls should be 

discouraged from being too tomboyish where only 22.7% of younger adults disagree to the 

same statement.  
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Table 6: 

Statement 6: I would not like to have a lot of gay friends. 

new age Frequency Valid Per cent 

Younger Adults  

Strongly Agree 12 10.6 

Agree 11 9.7 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 14 12.4 

Disagree 23 20.4 

Strongly Disagree 53 46.9 

Total 113 100.0 

Older Adults  

Strongly Agree 9 8.9 

Agree 9 8.9 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 12 11.9 

Disagree 25 24.8 

Strongly Disagree 46 45.5 

Total 101 100.0 

To the statement I would not like to have to many gay friends, it can be seen in table six 

above that 20.4% of younger adults disagreed while 24.8% of older adults disagreed with the 

statement.  
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Table 7: 

Statement 7: My choice of career was/will be impacted by what is considered „normal‟ for 

my sex. 

new age Frequency Valid Per cent 

Younger Adults  

Strongly Agree 8 7.1 

Agree 6 5.3 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 20 17.7 

Disagree 35 31.0 

Strongly Disagree 44 38.9 

Total 113 100.0 

     

Older Adults  

Strongly Agree 7 6.9 

Agree 12 11.9 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 8 7.9 

Disagree 37 36.6 

Strongly Disagree 37 36.6 

Total 101 100.0 

It can be seen in table seven above that 11.9% of older adults agree that their choice of career 

was /will be impacted by what is considered normal for my sex, where only 5.3% of younger 

adults agreed with this statement. 
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Table 8: 

Statement 8: I make choices about what I wear, how to act and what to do based on what is 

considered „normal‟ for my sex. 

new age Frequency Valid Per cent 

Younger Adults  

Strongly Agree 10 8.8 

Agree 23 20.4 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 25 22.1 

Disagree 29 25.7 

Strongly Disagree 26 23.0 

Total 113 100.0 

Older Adults 

 

Strongly Agree 11 11.0 

Agree 25 25.0 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 26 26.0 

Disagree 16 16.0 

Strongly Disagree 22 22.0 

Total 100 100.0 

Missing System 1 

Total 101  

Here in table eight it can be seen that 25.7% of younger adults „disagree‟ with the statement I 

make choices about what I wear , how I act and what to do based on what is considered 

normal for my sex, where only 16% of the older adults disagreed to the statement.  
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Table 9: 

Statement 9: I would be uncomfortable if I deviated from the stereotypical characteristics of 

what is considered „normal‟ for my sex. 

new age Frequency Valid Per cent 

Younger Adults 

 

Strongly Agree 8 7.1 

Agree 19 17.0 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 30 26.8 

Disagree 32 28.6 

Strongly Disagree 23 20.5 

Total 112 100.0 

Missing System 1 

Total 113 

  

Older Adults  

Strongly Agree 10 9.9 

Agree 23 22.8 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 20 19.8 

Disagree 26 25.7 

Strongly Disagree 22 21.8 

Total 101 100.0 

In table nine above it can be seen that there is a 5.8% difference between ages to the response 

„agree‟. This is can be seen as 17% of younger adults agree that they would be uncomfortable 

if they deviated from the stereotypical characteristics of what is considered normal for their 

sex, where 22.8% of older adults agreed to the same statement.  
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Table 10: 

Statement 10: If I had a little girl I would make it a point for her to learn domestic skills such 

as cooking and cleaning. 

new age Frequency Valid Per cent 

Younger Adults 

 

Agree 20 17.9 

Agree, but would do the same 

for a boy 

51 45.5 

Somewhat agree, I want her to 

learn these skills and others 

24 21.4 

Disagree 17 15.2 

Total 112 100.0 

Missing System 1 

Total 113  

    

Older Adults 

 

Agree 13 13.1 

Agree, but would do the same 

for a boy 

39 39.4 

Somewhat agree, I want her to 

learn these skills and others 

22 22.2 

Disagree 25 25.3 

Total 99 100.0 

Missing System 2 

Total 101  

It can be seen in table ten above that 25.3% of older adults „disagree‟ that if they had a little 

girl they would make it a point for her to learn domestic skills such as cooking and cleaning, 

where only 15.2% of younger adults disagreed with the statement. 

Over all it can be seen that there is a difference between ages in response to the statements 

meaning that hypothesis one was supported.  
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Hypothesis two: Gender Comparison of Results 

Tables eleven through to thirteen illustrate the frequency to which both males and females 

respond to a series of statements relating to gender stereotypes to investigate gendered 

attitudes towards people who identify as LGBTQI.   

Table 11: 

Statement 1: A man should be aware of how masculine he is appearing to others. 

Gender Frequency Valid Per cent 

Male 

 

Strongly Agree 4 4.5 

Agree 19 21.6 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 30 34.1 

Disagree 21 23.9 

Strongly Disagree 14 15.9 

Total 88 100.0 

Missing System 2 

Total 90 

   

Female  

Strongly Agree 9 7.3 

Agree 25 20.2 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 35 28.2 

Disagree 32 25.8 

Strongly Disagree 23 18.5 

Total 124 100.0 

It can be seen in table eleven above that is clear that 7.3% of females strongly agree that a 

man should be aware of how masculine he is appearing to others, where only 4.5% of males 

strongly agreed with this statement. 
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Table 12: 

Statement 6: I would not like to have a lot of gay friends. 

Gender Frequency Valid Per cent 

Male  

Strongly Agree 9 10.0 

Agree 12 13.3 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 15 16.7 

Disagree 24 26.7 

Strongly Disagree 30 33.3 

Total 90 100.0 

     

Female  

Strongly Agree 12 9.7 

Agree 8 6.5 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 11 8.9 

Disagree 24 19.4 

Strongly Disagree 69 55.6 

Total 124 100.0 

Table twelve shows that 55.6% of females strongly disagree that they would not like to have 

too many gay friends, whereas only 33.3% of men strongly disagreed with the statement. 
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Table 13: 

Statement 3: Someone who implied that I was homosexual would be risking a beating. 

Gender Frequency Valid Per cent 

Male 

 

Strongly Agree 7 7.9 

Agree 10 11.2 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 17 19.1 

Disagree 27 30.3 

Strongly Disagree 28 31.5 

Total 89 100.0 

Missing System 1 

Total 90 

Female  

Strongly Agree 10 8.1 

Agree 9 7.3 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 22 17.7 

Disagree 32 25.8 

Strongly Disagree 51 41.1 

Total 124 100.0 

Table thirteen above shows that 41.1% of females strongly disagree that if someone was to 

imply that they were gay that person would be risking a beating, where only 31.5% of males 

strongly disagreed to the statement.  

Table eleven does not support the hypothesis as females agreed that a man should be aware of 

how masculine they appear more so than males.  Where tables twelve and thirteen it can be 

seen that the hypothesis is supported. 
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Hypothesis three: Educational Comparison of Results 

Tables fourteen through to seventeen illustrate the frequency to which participants with 

different levels of education respond to a series of statements relating to gender stereotypes to 

investigate educational differences in attitudes towards people who identify as LGBTQI.   
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Table 14: 

Statement 1: A man should be aware of how masculine he is appearing to others. 

Education Frequency Valid Per cent 

Leaving Certificate 

 

Strongly Agree 1 3.6 

Agree 3 10.7 

Somewhat 

Agree/Disagree 

10 35.7 

Disagree 5 17.9 

Strongly Disagree 9 32.1 

Total 28 100.0 

Missing System 1  

Total 29  

Under Graduate 

 

Strongly Agree 12 7.1 

Agree 37 22.0 

Somewhat 

Agree/Disagree 

51 30.4 

Disagree 41 24.4 

Strongly Disagree 27 16.1 

Total 168 100.0 

Missing System 1  

Total 169  

    

Post Graduate  

Agree 2 18.2 

Somewhat 

Agree/Disagree 

4 36.4 

Disagree 4 36.4 

Strongly Disagree 1 9.1 

Total 11 100.0 

It can be seen in table fourteen above that 32.1% of participants with a leaving certificate 

level of education strongly disagree with the statement „a man should be aware of how 

masculine he is appearing to others‟, where 16.1% of participants with an undergraduate level 
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of education and 9.1% of participants with a post graduate level of education strongly 

disagreed with the statement. 

Table 15: 

Statement 2: Boys should do whatever they can to avoid being called a sissy. 

Education Frequency Valid Per cent 

Leaving Certificate  

Agree 3 10.3 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 9 31.0 

Disagree 6 20.7 

Strongly Disagree 11 37.9 

Total 29 100.0 

     

Under Graduate  

Strongly Agree 17 10.1 

Agree 22 13.0 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 42 24.9 

Disagree 44 26.0 

Strongly Disagree 44 26.0 

Total 169 100.0 

Post Graduate  

Agree 3 27.3 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 2 18.2 

Disagree 3 27.3 

Strongly Disagree 3 27.3 

Total 11 100.0 

In table fifteen it can be see that 27.3% of participants with a post graduate level of education 

strongly disagree with the statement that boys should do whatever they can to avoid being 

called a sissy, where 26% of participants with an undergraduate level of education strongly 

disagree, where 37.9% of participants with a leaving certificate level of education strongly 

disagree.  

 



34 
 

Table 16: 

Statement 6: I would not like to have a lot of gay friends. 

Education Frequency Valid Per cent 

Leaving Certificate  

Agree 3 10.3 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 3 10.3 

Disagree 5 17.2 

Strongly Disagree 18 62.1 

Total 29 100.0 

     

Under Graduate  

Strongly Agree 20 11.8 

Agree 16 9.5 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 21 12.4 

Disagree 38 22.5 

Strongly Disagree 74 43.8 

Total 169 100.0 

     

Post Graduate  

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 2 18.2 

Disagree 4 36.4 

Strongly Disagree 5 45.5 

Total 11 100.0 

In table sixteen it can be seen that 45.5% of participants with a post graduate level of 

education strongly disagree that they would not like to have a lot of gay friends. Where 

43.8% of participants with an undergraduate level of education and 62.1% of participants 

with a leaving certificate level of education disagreed with the statement. 
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Tale 17: 

Statement 10: If I had a little girl I would make it a point for her to learn domestic skills such 

as cooking and cleaning. 

Education Frequency Valid Per cent 

Leaving Certificate 

 

Agree, but would do the same 

for a boy 

9 32.1 

Somewhat agree, I want her to 

learn these skills and others 

9 32.1 

Disagree 10 35.7 

Total 28 100.0 

Missing System 1 

Total 29 

   

Under Graduate 

 

Agree 29 17.4 

Agree, but would do the same 

for a boy 

75 44.9 

Somewhat agree, I want her to 

learn these skills and others 

36 21.6 

Disagree 27 16.2 

Total 167 100.0 

Missing System 2 

Total 169 

Post Graduate  

Agree 2 18.2 

Agree, but would do the same 

for a boy 

5 45.5 

Disagree 4 36.4 

Total 11 100.0 

Table seventeen above shows that 49.9% of participants with an undergraduate level of 

education and 45.5% of participants with a post graduate level of education „agree but would 
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do the same for a boy‟ when it comes to making it a point for little girls to learn domestic 

skills such as cooking and cleaning, and only 32.1% of participants with a leaving certificate 

level of education would do the same with a boy.  

Over all hypothesis three was not supported as participants with a lower level of education 

responded more positively to the statements than those with higher levels of education. 
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Hypothesis four: Religious Comparison of Results 

Tables eighteen through to twenty-two illustrate the frequency to which participants who 

follow Christian based Religions respond to a series of statements relating to gender 

stereotypes to those who follow Non-Christian based Religions this investigation was done to 

test differences in attitudes towards people who identify as LGBTQI.   

Table 18: 

Statement 1: A man should be aware of how masculine he is appearing to others. 

new religion Frequency Valid Per cent 

Christian  

Strongly Agree 9 8.1 

Agree 25 22.5 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 39 35.1 

Disagree 26 23.4 

Strongly Disagree 12 10.8 

Total 111 100.0 

     

Non-Christian 

 

Strongly Agree 3 3.6 

Agree 14 16.9 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 20 24.1 

Disagree 21 25.3 

Strongly Disagree 25 30.1 

Total 83 100.0 

Missing System 2 

Total 85  

In table eighteen above it can be seen that 30.1% of Non-Christian participants strongly 

disagreed that a man should be aware of how masculine he is appearing to others, where only 

10.8% of Christian participants strongly disagreed. 
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Table 19: 

Statement 2: Boys should do whatever they can to avoid being called a sissy. 

new religion Frequency Valid Per cent 

Christian  

Strongly Agree 11 9.9 

Agree 16 14.4 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 30 27.0 

Disagree 33 29.7 

Strongly Disagree 21 18.9 

Total 111 100.0 

     

Non-Christian  

Strongly Agree 6 7.1 

Agree 10 11.8 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 19 22.4 

Disagree 18 21.2 

Strongly Disagree 32 37.6 

Total 85 100.0 

Table nineteen shows that 37.6% of Non-Christian participants strongly disagreed with the  

statement, boys should do whatever they can to avoid being called a sissy, where only 18.9% 

of Christian participants strongly disagreed. 
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Table 20: 

Statement 5: Little girls should be discouraged from being too tomboyish. 

new religion Frequency Valid Per cent 

Christian 

 

Strongly Agree 6 5.7 

Agree 10 9.5 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 23 21.9 

Disagree 35 33.3 

Strongly Disagree 31 29.5 

Total 105 100.0 

Missing System 6 

Total 111  

    

Non-Christian 

 

Strongly Agree 9 11.0 

Agree 5 6.1 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 17 20.7 

Disagree 20 24.4 

Strongly Disagree 31 37.8 

Total 82 100.0 

Missing System 3  

Total 85  

It can be seen in table twenty above that 5.7% of Christian participants strongly agreed and 

11% of Non-Christian participants strongly agreed with the statement, girls should be 

discouraged from being too tomboyish. 
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Table 21: 

Statement 6: I would not like to have a lot of gay friends. 

new religion Frequency Valid Per cent 

Christian  

Strongly Agree 10 9.0 

Agree 12 10.8 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 14 12.6 

Disagree 28 25.2 

Strongly Disagree 47 42.3 

Total 111 100.0 

Non-Christian  

Strongly Agree 8 9.4 

Agree 6 7.1 

Somewhat Agree/Disagree 10 11.8 

Disagree 17 20.0 

Strongly Disagree 44 51.8 

Total 85 100.0 

Table twenty-one shows that 51.8% of Non-Christian participants strongly disagreed with the 

statement that they would not like to have a lot of gay friends where 42.3% of Christian 

participants strongly disagreed. 
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Table 22: 

Statement 10: If I had a little girl I would make it a point for her to learn domestic skills such 

as cooking and cleaning. 

new religion Frequency Valid Per cent 

Christian  

Agree 17 15.3 

Agree, but would do the same for a boy 54 48.6 

Somewhat agree, I want her to learn these skills and 

others 

18 16.2 

Disagree 22 19.8 

Total 111 100.0 

Non-Christian 

 

Agree 12 14.5 

Agree, but would do the same for a boy 29 34.9 

Somewhat agree, I want her to learn these skills and 

others 

22 26.5 

Disagree 20 24.1 

Total 83 100.0 

Missing System 2 

Total 85  

Table twenty-two above shows that 48.6% of Christian participants agreed but would do the 

same for a boy to the statement if I had a little girl I would make it a point for her to learn 

domestic skills such as cooking and cleaning, where only 34.9% of Non-Christian 

participants responded the same to the statement. 
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Discussion 

The main hypothesis of this research was to examine attitudes towards the LGBTQI 

community amongst students of a Dublin third level institution with age as the main variable. 

Also this research aimed to analyse the results found and then compare and contrast these 

results with information obtained from previous studies that contained similar variables. The 

other hypotheses included gender, education level and Religion as variables for this study.   

Hypothesis One 

The main hypothesis of this research predicted that older adults will have a more negative 

attitude towards people who identify as LGBTQI than younger adults. This hypothesis can be 

seen in previous studies as Landén and Innala, (2002) and Patrick et al., (2013), both found 

that older people generally have a more negative attitude towards LGBTQI people than 

young people.  

Results of this current study have indicated a contradiction to the hypothesis, meaning that 

the null hypothesis (that older adults have a more negative attitude) was rejected. This can be 

seen in table‟s one, two, five and six, where the majority of older adults through their 

responses to the statements (see appendix 1 for full wording of each statement) showed a 

more tolerant attitude.  

Results for Table one showed that older adults had a positive attitude toward the stereotype 

that men should be aware of their masculinity with a low number of participants from this age 

group agreed. This hypothesis is further rejected as younger adults presented with a negative 

attitude as a considerable larger number of participants from this age group agreed with the 

statement. This is in contrast to the findings of Patrick et al (2013) that older people have a 

negative attitude towards LGBTQI people and with Lande´n and Innala (2002) where their 

findings suggest that younger people have a more positive attitude towards LGBTQI people 

due to their acceptance of friendship with homophobic people, gay marriage and gay 

adoption. 

Table two also found a significant difference in attitude between older and younger people. 

This statement dealt with the stereotype that boys should be „tough‟ and found that more 

older adults disagreed with the statement and that less younger adults disagreed with the 

statement. The results of this study therefore suggested that older adults have a more positive 

attitude than younger adults. It is clear here also that the null hypothesis was rejected by this 
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current study as Patrick et al (2013) found that generally older people had been found to view 

homosexual people as being immorally wrong and had less favourable views of homosexuals. 

Table five dealt with the stereotype that girls should avoid showing „tomboyish‟ behaviour. 

This statement resulted in a higher per-centage of younger adults agreeing with the stereotype 

and less older adults agreeing with it. Like with statement two there is a suggestion here that 

older adults presented with a more tolerant attitude towards LGBTQI people. 

Table six is slightly different to that of one, two and five. This statement dealt with a feeling 

or a direct opinion, this is „I would not like to have a lot of gay friends‟. This statement 

yielded only a slight difference in responses between the age groups. There was only a four 

per-cent difference between the older and younger adults with older adults with disagreeing. 

This showed that Landén and Innala, (2002) finding of more younger adults were more 

accepting of heterosexual people holding a friendship with homosexual people, do not match 

the findings of this current study which again suggest that the older adults of this study had a 

more positive attitude towards LGBTQI people than previous studies.  

One reason for this difference between previous studies and this current study may be that 

more older people are returning to further education and like  Patrick et al (2013, p.612) write 

„Higher levels of education have been positively associated with approval of homosexuality, 

a finding that has been attributed to greater exposure to new ideas and people‟. As this study 

was conducted in a third level educational institution in Dublin may support why older adults 

were found to have more tolerant attitudes towards LGBTQI people. 

Hypothesis Two 

The second hypothesis for this research predicted that women will have a more positive 

attitude towards people who identify as LGBTQI than men. This hypothesis can be seen in 

both studies of Iraklis (2010) and O‟Higgins-Norman (2008). Results derived from tables 

eleven, twelve and thirteen concur with the hypothesis. The results of this current study also 

mirror that of previous studies such as O‟Higgins-Norman (2008) and Iraklis (2010) who 

agree that men hold a more negative attitude than women towards LGBTQI people. It is due 

to these results that a null hypothesis has been retained. 

Table eleven dealt with statement one the questionnaire (see appendix 1) it yielded a variation 

of responses between both males and females. Fewer males responded that they strongly 

agreed that a man should be aware of his masculinity, where more females strongly agreed 
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with the statement. With the response strongly disagree, more females than males responded 

with this. Results of this table have suggested that gendered attitudes towards male 

masculinity are very different and could be the result of further education for both males and 

females as Patrick et al (2013) attribute changing attitudes to adults staying in or returning to 

education. 

Table twelve gives results for statement six. Over all the findings of this table show that 

females have a more tolerant attitude towards LGBTQI people as the majority of females 

strongly disagreed that they would „not like to have a lot of gay friends‟ where a considerable 

smaller number of males indicated the same. What may be important to note here is that more 

males strongly disagreed with this statement than those who both agreed and strongly 

disagreed combined. The findings of both tables eleven and twelve may be said to show 

support for Iraklis‟ (2010) suggestion that „The opportunity (or lack of opportunity) to 

interact‟ with people who identify as LGBTQI can determine an individual‟s attitude. 

Table thirteen showed results for statement three on the questionnaire. This table displays 

results that more females than males strongly disagreed that they would resort to violence if 

they were to be considered homosexual. As this table contains collected data which can be 

related to aggression it is clear to see that O‟Higgins-Norman (2008) study supports this 

finding as he writes of how sexism and homophobia is seen when men and or boys gather 

together. 

Hypothesis Three 

The third hypothesis for this research predicted that people with a higher level of education 

will have a more positive attitude towards people who identify as LGBTQI. This hypothesis 

can be seen in previous research of Sheriff et al (2011), Mayock et al (2009), Just the Facts 

Coalition (2008), Patrick et al (2013) and Landén and Innala (2002) as they have shown 

similar findings that individuals with higher levels of education have a more positive attitude. 

The findings of tables fourteen through to seventeen both concur and contrast to the findings 

of previous studies, meaning that it was unclear whether or not a null hypothesis had been 

retained or rejected. What can be concluded form the findings of Sheriff et al (2011), Mayock 

et al (2009), Just the Facts Coalition (2008), Patrick et al (2013) and Landén and Innala 

(2002) is that the higher an individual‟s education the more tolerant or positive the 

individuals attitude towards people who identify as LGBTQI.  
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Table fourteen dealt with statement one from the questionnaire, this table showed that 

participants with an undergraduate and or a postgraduate level of education disagreed with 

less often with this stereotype. The highest rate of acceptance is shown to be by participants 

who hold a leaving certificate level of education which in this current study is considered to 

be the lowest level of education. It is this table that has shown a direct contrast to previous 

research by Iraklis (2010), Gary and Cidade (2010) and Patrick et al (2013) as they suggest 

that in general increased levels of education reduces negative attitudes towards people who 

identify as LGBTQI. 

Table fifteen has dealt with statement two from the questionnaire. This table has shown that a 

higher percentage of participants with a leaving certificate level of education (which is the 

lowest level of education in this study) indicated that they strongly disagreed with the 

statement. Where a lesser percentage of those with an undergraduate and a post graduate 

level of education strongly disagreed. This table has rejected a null hypothesis as the 

hypothesis like previous research has said that, individuals with a higher level of education 

generally has a more positive attitude.  

Table sixteen dealt with statement six from the questionnaire. This table showed that the null 

hypothesis had been rejected as more participants with a leaving certificate level of education 

strongly disagreed than those with an undergraduate or a post graduate level of education. 

Table sixteen also directly contradicts the findings of Iraklis (2010) as he writes that, higher 

levels of education are crucial in determining positive or negative attitudes. 

Hypothesis Four 

The final hypothesis for this research predicted that people who follow Christian based 

religions will have a more negative attitude towards people who identify as LGBTQI. This 

hypothesis can be seen previous research by Jones‟s (2011) and Patrick et al (2013) who 

concur that high levels of Christianity have a negative effect on attitudes towards LGBTQI 

people.  

The results of this current study when compared with previous studies showed similarities to 

their findings but also some differences. These similarities and differences can be found in 

the findings of Jones‟s (2011), Patrick et al (2013),  Gary and Cidade (2010) and Iraklis 

(2010), similarities can be seen as all above mentioned studies say that people who associate 

with Christian affiliated Religions have a generally negative attitude towards LGBTQI 
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people. The differences found in some of the results of this study are supported by previous 

study by Jones (2011) as he writes that in the past Catholicism had space for homosexual 

people in its belief system. Due to the large number of Religions that were followed by this 

studies participants the thirteen religions were recoded into that of Christian and Non-

Christian (for the full list of Religions please see appendix three). 

Table eighteen dealt with statement one from the questionnaire and has shown that more of 

those who follow Non-Christian Religions strongly disagree with the stereotype of men being 

aware of how masculine they appear and that considerably fewer participants who follow 

Christian Religions strongly disagree. It is this table that corresponds with findings of the 

majority of previous studies mentioned above when they agree that people who follow 

Christian based Religions have a more negative attitude towards people who identify as 

LGBTQI. 

Table nineteen dealt with statement two from the questionnaire and showed that a lesser 

number of participants who associate with Christian based Religions strongly disagreed with 

the statement where more participants who associate with Non-Christian based Religions 

strongly disagreed that boys should do whatever they can to avoid being called a sissy. 

Therefor the results of this study retained the null hypothesis. Although other results from 

this table have yielded some data that may be an indication that a more tolerant attitude 

towards LGBTQI people is becoming evident in Christian based Religions, this could be seen 

with the response „disagree‟ as the majority of participants who identify with Christian based 

Religions disagreed with the statement. This finding could be supported by Gary and Cidade 

(2010) when they write of how abortion and same sex marriage is more widespread accepted 

than it used to be.  

Table twenty-one dealt with statement six. This table showed that attitudes towards LGBTQI 

people by participants who associate with Christian based Religions were more tolerant as 

more of them strongly disagreed that they would „not like to have a lot of gay friends‟ and 

less participants who identify with Non-Christian based Religions strongly disagreed. It can 

be said here also that the null hypothesis has been rejected this current study as table twenty-

one can be supported by research of Gary and Cidade (2010) like table twenty. 

Unlike previous research which is mentioned in the literature review section to this research, 

this current study gives a more age based look at attitudes towards LGBTQI identified people 

in a third level educational institution in Dublin, Ireland. Positive outcomes of this research 
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may be that it may predict where negative attitudes are developing may indicate how negative 

attitudes are developing and it may help to devise where and how awareness may be provided 

to individuals in order to help change attitudes from negative to positive.  

For the purpose of this study the researcher drafted their own questionnaire in order to gain 

information from participants on attitudes towards LGBTQI people. The questions used were 

based on stereotypes which meant that the questions were not directly asking attitude 

questions to elicit as much honesty from participants as possible. Also the researcher 

attempted to relate the questions to the participants on a personal level by using phrases such 

as „Someone who implied that I was, I would not like and my choice of career‟ as a way of 

relating the situations to the participants own life. 

 

Implications for Future Study 

The implications of this study may be that recognition and understanding of LGBTQI people 

in an Irish society is becoming more wide spread. While this study is not large enough and 

does not contain much information to generalise, this study could potentially be replicated on 

a larger scale and in turn could provide LGBTQI organisations and Governmental 

departments with information with regards to age, gender, education and Religion. One such 

implication could be that new educational programmes be implemented into second level 

schools and into certain areas of education for example health care and teacher training which 

from research from Sheriff et al (2011) and Mayock et al (2009) is evidently needed.  

Limitations 

There are a few limitations to this current study. These can be seen in the irregularity of the 

sample size, for example there are predominantly more female respondents then male 

respondents. A more evenly based sample size with regards to age, gender, education level 

and Religion. 

As the main hypothesis was concerned with the variable of age it is clear from the recoding 

of ages in this study created a problem for this research. The group of participants coded as 

„older adults‟ are aged twenty-six to fifty-six and the group of participants coded as „younger 

adults‟ are aged eighteen to twenty-five.  
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The second hypothesis of this research which is concerned with gender as variable, as a 

predictor of attitudes is limited as results show that the ratio of females if higher than males 

the researcher believes that this may have been a limitation as an accurate comparison of 

gender may not have been found. 

Another limitation of this research may be that the researcher did not appropriately control 

for Religion and education. This has in some ways affected the results of this research as 

there were many different Religions (see appendix 3) so an accurate comparison may not 

have been found by the researcher. This too can be said of education as there were fewer 

participants who stated that leaving certificate was their highest level of education. 

Also with the variable of education, the researcher believes that this variable may have been 

controlled for better in way that both level and type of education was investigated. The 

researcher believes this as participants for this current study were sourced from the film 

studies, accountancy, business and social science departments of the Dublin third level 

educational institution and that previous research by Sheriff et al (2011), McCormack and 

Gleeson (2010) and the Just the Facts Coalition (2008) who highlight that types of education 

can also be a predictor in attitudes towards people who identify as LGBTQI. 

Recommendations for Future Study 

The researcher strongly implores that future studies consider the above mentioned limitations 

being included in future study. Also the researcher would like to see that a wider sample 

(terms of the variables of age, gender, education and Religion) is used in order to obtain a 

more balanced and true comparable set of participants.  

The researcher would also like to suggest that type of employment be added and controlled 

for as the researcher believes that different types of profession requires that its employees 

think and work with or for people who identify as LGBTQI, for example childcare workers, 

elderly care worker and nurses, part of their job requires that they care for all types of people, 

it is this type of care that may lend to positive bias. This is alluded to by Sheriff et al (2011) 

when they suggest that healthcare professionals need to be aware of how to treat LGBTQI 

people. 
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Conclusion 

In conclusion, previous research and this current study suggest that education, law and 

Government policy change can help to positively move attitudes towards LGBTQI people 

from a negative view. Support for this suggestion can be seen in the above discussion and 

through the hypotheses.  

The main hypothesis of this research was that there will be an age difference in attitudes 

towards LGBTQI people. Research indicated that older adults had a more positive attitude 

than younger adults towards LGBTQI people this is in contrast to previous studies which 

found that amongst its participant‟s older adults had a more negative attitude than the 

younger adults. The second hypothesis investigated the variable of gender as an influence on 

attitude; this hypothesis stated that woman will have a more positive attitude than men. This 

hypothesis was supported by both previous research and the findings of this current study. 

The third hypothesis focused on education level as an influence of attitude as its variable 

which predicted that participants with a higher level of education would have a more positive 

attitude than those with a lower level of education. This hypothesis was supported by 

previous research while results of this current study found that while yes previous research 

was supported there was evidence that this may not always be the case. The final hypothesis 

looked at Religion as an influence on attitude as a variable; this hypothesis predicted that 

participants who follow Christian based Religions will hold a more negative attitude than 

those who do not. This was supported by both previous research and this current study, 

although there was some evidence both in previous study and this research that not all 

individuals who identify with Christian based Religions hold a negative attitude towards 

LGBTQI people and are becoming more in favour of same sex marriage, tolerance to hetero 

and homosexual friendships. 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1 

This questionnaire is to help calculate attitudes towards the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 

Queer/Questioning and Intersex community in Ireland. 

Please answer all questions honestly and to your best ability. For your reassurance all information 

collected is kept completely confidential. 

Thank you. 

Please complete this questionnaire as honestly as possible by ticking the box which best describes 

you. 

Age: ____ 

Gender: Male                         Female                         Other  

Education Level: Leaving Certificate                  Undergraduate                 Post Graduate   

Please list your Religion. If you do not follow a Religion please indicate this with N/A._____________ 

1=Strongly Agree    2=Agree    3=Somewhat Agree/Disagree    4=Disagree    5=Strongly Disagree 

 1 2 3 4 5 

A man should be aware of how masculine he is appearing to others. 
   

     

Boys should do whatever they can to avoid being called a sissy. 
 

     

Someone who implied that I was homosexual would be risking a beating. 
 

     

Girls and boys are naturally inclined towards certain behaviours and 
interests for their sex. 

     

Little girls should be discouraged from being too tomboyish. 
 

     

I would not like to have a lot of gay friends. 
 

     

My choice of career was/will be impacted by what is considered ‘normal’ for 
my sex. 

     

I make choices about what I wear, how to act and what to do based on what 
is considered ‘normal’ for my sex. 

     

I would be uncomfortable if I deviated from the stereotypical characteristics 
of what is considered ‘normal’ for my sex. 

     

1=Agree    2= Agree, but would do the same for a boy   3= Somewhat agree, want her to learn these 

skills and others   4= Disagree 

(1)     (2)       (3)      (4) 

If I had a little girl I would make it a point for her to learn domestic skills 
such as cooking and cleaning. 
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Appendix 2 

If you have any questions on this questionnaire please do not hesitate in contacting my at 

1629822@mydbs.ie 

Here are a few helpful web sites should you need to know more or talk with someone. 

• www.shoutout.ie 

• www.alotogether.org 

• www.lgbtnoise.ie 

 

Appendix 3 

Christian: 

Christianity 

Roman Catholic 

Lutheran 

Adventism 

Church of Ireland 

Non-practising Catholic 

Presbyterian  

Orthodox 

Non-Christian: 

Non Applicable 

Islam 

Buddhism 

Agnostic 

Muslim 
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Appendix 4 

Original wording of questions from a ‘Gender role test (for men) from 

http://www.queendom.com/queendom_tests/transfer 

My choice of career was/will be impacted by what is considered "normal" for my gender.  

A guy should be aware of how masculine he is appearing to others. 

Boys should do whatever they can to avoid being called a "sissy". 

A guy who implied that I was gay would be risking a beating. 

Girls and boys are naturally inclined towards certain behaviours and interests for their gender. 

Little girls should be discouraged from being too tomboyish. 

I wouldn't want to have a lot of gay friends. 

If I had a girl, I would make it a point for her to learn domestic skills such as cooking and 

cleaning 

Original wording of questions from a ‘Gender role test (for women) from 

http://www.queendom.com/queendom_tests/transfer 

I make choices about what to wear, how to act, and what to do based on what is the 

"feminine" thing to do. 

I would be uncomfortable if I deviated from the stereotypical characteristics of a female (for 

example, if I wasn't very feminine in my appearance or I wasn't very demure). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.queendom.com/queendom_tests/transfer
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