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Irish Agriculture Nationalised tells the remarkable story of the Dairy Disposal 
Company (DDC), one of the first Irish state-sponsored bodies, established 
in 1927 to acquire private creameries and other agri-businesses and transfer 
them to co-operative societies. It evolved into an agency that developed 
creameries and other agri-businesses, particularly in the south, and 
stimulated economic growth. By the time it dissolved in 1978 it had laid the 
foundations for, for instance, the Kerry Group and Golden Vale.

At its height, the DDC operated 191 creameries and 86 other agri-businesses, 
employed 1,400 people and was an industrial outlet for 25,000 farmers. In 
developing businesses in peripheral places, the DDC shaped the Irish dairy 
industry and redressed its east–west economic imbalance.

Irish Agriculture Nationalised – the first comprehensive academic study of 
an Irish state-sponsored body – examines the development, functioning, 
governance, performance, dissolution and legacy of the DDC, as well as 
clientelism and political patronage. It offers a fascinating account of aspects 
of the Irish state’s narrative, and will be of interest to academics, students 
and all those seeking an insight into the history of semi-state bodies and/or 
the dairy industry. 

Mícheál Ó Fathartaigh’s main research interest is Irish economic and social 
history in the twentieth century. In this area he has looked at the ongoing 
land issue and the failure of the fishing industry in the west; rural and 
regional development and national state intervention; the semi-state sector; 
the private sector; and the establishment and evolution of the IDA. Mícheál 
is originally from County Galway and lectures in modern history at Dublin 
Business School; he is also a visiting researcher in the School of Business  
at Trinity College Dublin.
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