
 

 

Library News & Events 
 
Summer Opening Hours  

 
 
Revised opening hours will be in operation 

over the summer months. DBS library will 

be open late 4 evenings a week: two 

evenings at Dame Street and two at 

Aungier Street. Portobello Library is open 

from 9am to 4.30 pm for the summer. All 

DBS and Portobello students are entitled 

to use all three locations. From Sunday 

May 18
th
 the opening hours at Aungier 

Street will be as follows: 

 

Monday: 9:30am-5:15pm 

Tuesday: 9:30am-8:00pm 

Wednesday: 9:30am-5:15pm 

Thursday: 9:30am-8:00pm 

Friday: 9:30am-5:15pm 

Saturday: 9:30-5:00pm 

Sundays & Bank Holidays: Closed 

 
The same hours will operate in Dame 

Street Library, with the exception of late 

openings; Dame St. will open until 8pm on 

Mondays & Wednesdays instead of on 

Tuesdays & Thursdays.  

 
 
Library Committee Meeting 

 
At the Library Committee meeting in 

April several issues were raised by 

students relating the Library services, 

including access to the latest version of 

Microsoft Office, as well as noise levels in 

the Library. Eddie Ormonde, IT Manager, 

noted that Student e-mail will be launched 

in full in September, and the latest version 

of Microsoft Office will be available from 

September as well. Noise levels are also 

now being addressed in the Library.  

 

 

A further issue raised was the instability of 

printing. The Library will be trialling some 

new print management systems presently, 

and the selected system will be installed 

over the summer. 

 

 
Zero Tolerance Policy 
 

 
 
Apropos comments made by student 

representatives at the aforementioned 

Library Committee meeting, the Library 

has now implemented a zero tolerance 

policy regarding noise and the 

consumption of food and drink in the 

library. After an initial warning, any 

subsequent infringements will incur a €5 

fine. 

 

Furthermore, we would like to remind 

students that they must carry their student 

card with them at all times in the library, 

and that no items may be borrowed 

without a student card. 

 

 
 
Library Fines 
 

We would like to remind students that 

exam results and awards will be withheld 

if there are any fines outstanding on a 

student’s account, so please ensure that all 

overdue books are returned and the 

relevant fines are paid.  
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Revised Staffing Structure 
 

From the end of May
 
the existing staff 

structure in the Library will be revised, 

with Emilie Jost becoming Postgraduate 

Librarian and David Hughes the Systems 

Librarian. Carmel Kilcullen will be the 

deputy at the Postgrad Library, Marie 

O’Dwyer will move to acquisitions and 

Laura Rooney to the Systems Team. 

 

 

 

Resources Update 
 
 
Justis Access Details 
 

 
 

As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, 

Justis is an exciting new resource with 

Irish Reports available to DBS and 

Portobello students. The database is 

accessible on campus at 

http://www.justis.com, and remote access 

will soon be available through the Student 

Intranet.  

 

Interactive tutorials are available on the 

Justis website, which show users how to 

navigate the database and how to search 

for cases. 

 

 

Film & Television Index 
 

 
 

A new Creative Arts database, Film & 

Television Index with full text, is now 

available through EBSCO. The database 

offers indexing and abstracts for more than 

270 publications, and full text coverage of 

over 80 titles. 

 

Subject coverage includes: Film & 

Television Theory; Writing; Production; 

Cinematography and more. Remote access 

is available using the usual EBSCO log-in 

details.  

Acquisitions Update 
 

By Emilie Jost, Acquisitions Librarian 

 

To follow with last month’s newsletter and 

the collaborative work on Creative Arts 

between the School of Arts and the library, 

we would like to highlight some 

acquisitions made recently in the field of 

literature and drama. These titles are 

expanding the collection with more 

criticism and theoretical texts as well as 

classic and contemporary texts (novels, 

poetry, drama). A few are presented here 

but many more can be found in the Library 

and can be searched on our catalogue. 

 

Criticism and theoretical titles include: 

Cambridge Companions to Mamet, 

Eugene O’Neill, Edward Albee, Brecht, 

Jane Austen; Peter Buse’s Drama and 

Theory : Critical approaches to Modern 

British drama; Will Fisher’s Materializing 

Gender in Early Modern English 

Literature and Culture; Elizabeth 

Beaumont Bissell’s The question of 

Literature: the Place of the Literary in 

Contemporary Theory; Paul Poplawski’s 

English Literature in Context; The 

Cambridge History of Irish Literature 

volumes 1 and 2; Bernhard Klein’s On the 

uses of history in recent Irish writing; 

Jacqueline Belanger’s The Irish Novel in 

the Nineteenth century; Elmer Kennedy-

Andrews’ Fiction and the Northern Ireland 

Troubles since 1969… 

 

Works of fiction includes: John 

McGahern’s By the lake; John Banville’s 

Birchwood; Colm Toibin’s Mothers and 

Sons; Edna O’Brien The light of Evening; 

Elizabeth Bowen’s The Little girls, To the 

North; Flann O’Brien The Policeman; 

Thomas Mann’s The Magic Mountain, 

Death in Venice and other stories, and 

Buddenbrooks; Robert Musil’s The 

confusion of Young Torless and The Man 

without Qualities; Franz Kafka’s Stories 

1094-1924 and The Castle… 

 

Drama: Edward Albee’s Collected plays 

volume 3 and The zoo Story; David 

Mamet’s Glengarry Glen Ross, Oleanna, 

The cryptogram, The Old neighbourhood; 

Gogol’s The Government Inspector, 



Marriage, The gamblers; Brecht’s The 

Good Woman of Setzuan… 

 

DVDs of plays were also acquired: the 

complete BBC Shakespeare Collection (37 

DVDs), Franco Zeffirelli’s version of 

Hamlet, Roman Polanski’s and Orson 

Welles’versions of Macbeth, adaptations 

of Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman, 

An Enemy of the people, A memory of 

two Mondays and Incident at Vichy. 

 

The development of the creative arts 

section in the library will also be promoted 

at the beginning of the next academic year 

with a “Creative Arts Day” at the Library 

in response to an extremely good 

suggestion by Barnaby Taylor, Head of 

Creative Arts. Resources in the field of 

Arts, both printed and electronic, will be 

presented to students and staff. We hope to 

extend this concept to other subject areas. 

 

 

Recommended Titles 
 

Marie O’Neill, Head Librarian 

Gerry 

Directed by Gus Van Sant 

 

 
 

Gerry is directed by Gus Van Sant, the 

director of Drugstore Cowboy, My Own 

Private Idaho and Good Will Hunting. 

Based on a newspaper story that Van Sant 

read, the film is about two friends in their 

early twenties (played by Casey Affleck 

and Matt Damon) who pull over on the 

American highway to take a brief walk on 

a wilderness trail. The pair soon become 

hopelessly lost. The film tells the story of 

their attempt to survive in the unyielding 

desert, in searing temperatures without 

food and water. 

 

Gerry is an extraordinary film on every 

level. It is visually spectacular. Emmanuel 

Levy in Screen International has described 

the film as having some of the most 

beautifully realised images in American 

cinema for the past two decades. Van Sant 

was a professional photographer prior to 

becoming a filmmaker. In ‘Gerry’, his 

interest in photography finds its fullest 

expression. Harris Savide’s hypnotic, 

almost dreamlike cinematography in the 

film is breathtaking. Gerry was shot in 

Death Valley, the Utah salt flats and 

Argentina. Not since Laurence of Arabia 

has the shimmering and illusory landscape 

of the desert been so beautifully evoked. 

There is a scene where one of the Gerry’s 

(Damon) puts a t-shirt over his head to 

protect himself from the sun that is so 

reminiscent of Laurence of Arabia that it is 

not unreasonable to interpret it as a gentle 

nod to David Lean’s epic film.  

 

Above all, Gerry is an intriguing film. It’s 

like no other film you have ever seen. It 

blows every film making convention out 

of the water and is at times challenging 

though never boring film making.  The 

film possesses a lean script (co-written by 

Affleck, Damon and Van Sant). Dialogue 

in the film comprises the barely 

decipherable slang of close friends most of 

which was improvised between Affleck 

and Casey. The script contains no plot 

(other than two lost friends trying to find 

their way back to civilisation) and minimal 

action. The film contains numerous scenes 

where the two men do nothing but walk in 

stoic silence for interminable periods of 

time.  

 

The starkness of the film’s landscape and 

of Van Sant’s film-making approach in 

this instance gives Gerry an almost 

Beckett like quality. The characters’ black 

comic quips and conversely the sparseness 

of their conversations at times as well as 

the sheer hopelessness and futility of their 

actions to survive have drawn similar 

comparisons. When they are facing death, 

one Gerry asks the other, ‘so what do you 

think of the trek so far?’ Gerry concludes 

with an unexpected twist and later a sad 

irony that raises numerous questions.  

 

So why is a film which has so little 

dialogue and action so compelling? Van 



Sant’s digression from traditional film 

composition adds a chilling almost fly on 

the wall like realism to the friends’ 

dilemma that keeps you glued to the 

screen. More compelling again are the 

various messages that the film seem to 

offer.  Is the film a modern day indictment 

of a computer generation that is so 

divorced from the natural environment that 

it cannot find the vocabulary to articulate 

the bleak situation they find themselves in, 

even as they come close to death? Is the 

blankness of the desert a metaphor for 

some sort of modern day emotional 

blankness? The film’s emotive piano 

music by Avro Part seems to express the 

friends’ sense of fear and hopelessness far 

more potently than the words they fail to 

speak. 

 

 

Or does the story of two friends getting 

lost in the desert represent Van Sant’s 

digression from more traditional forms of 

film-making; a metaphorical wondering 

off the film-making beaten track? Some 

people have suggested that the two 

Gerry’s are actually one character and that 

the two represent different sides of one 

persona or possibly even of the film 

making industry. One Gerry is tougher and 

brasher, unflinching in his resolve to get 

back to civilisation while the other is more 

sensitive and introspective. There is a 

scene in the film that plays with this idea 

when one of the Gerry’s starts to 

hallucinate and sees many Gerrys!  

 

 

The elusive nature of the film’s 

composition and themes makes Gerry a 

film that people will either love or loathe. 

The film has inspired people to walk out 

of the cinema half way through (many 

didn’t even wait that long!) or 

alternatively has attracted die-hard fans.  

 

 

The freshness of the film’s directorial 

approach, its visual lushness, the fragility 

of its characters, the believability and 

poignancy of their situation; as well as the 

enigmatic denouement of this existential 

buddy film, makes it a haunting as well as 

beautiful piece of work that stays in your 

head long after the film has finished. 

 

Jane Buggle, Librarian, Portobello 

College: 

 

The Europeanisation of Contract Law: 

Current Controversies in Law 

Twigg-Flesner, Christian 

Oxon: Routledge-Cavendish, 2008 

 

 
 

Until recently, Contract Law was a 

relatively unchanging area of law.  

However, with the increasing influence of 

European law and with the advent of the 

internet, it is now undergoing significant 

redevelopment.  

 

Christian Twigg-Flesner is an authority on 

European contract and consumer law. He 

is a member the Consulting Board of the 

Society of European Contract Law 

(SECOLA) and he has written extensively 

on European Law. 

 

The European influence on the national 

contract law frameworks of member 

countries has been fragmentary thus far.  

Twigg-Flesner charts the development to 

date, examines the impact on national law 

(English Law in particular), and critically 

considers how far the Europeanisation of 

contract law should go.  Although the 

book is thoughtful and academic, it is also 

eminently accessible for undergraduate 

students seeking a quick understanding of 

the main issues of European Contract Law.  

 

 

Staff Profiles 
 
Teresa Ryan – Aungier Street Library 

 
I work in the library in Dublin Business 

School on a part time basis. Having spent 

twenty years working in the home raising 



a family I decided to return to the 

workforce. I completed a one- year office 

technology course in the College of 

Further Education, Dundrum. As part of 

the course I did two weeks work 

experience in Clondalkin Public Library.  

 

Having had a taste of library work I 

applied for a position in DBS Arts Library 

and commenced work there in July 2002. 

Three years later the Arts and Business 

Libraries amalgamated to form the present 

facility at Aungier Street.  

 

I have been here three years now and hope 

to be here for many years to come. 

 
 

Owen Kelly – Dame Street Library 

 
 

In 1957 I was the only pupil in my school 

that went on to secondary school- not 

unusual for that time. Many primary 

school pupils left for the workplace or the 

emigrant ship. In 1960, on starting the 

Leaving Certificate cycle, over half my 

class joined the Reserve Defence Forces 

(FCA). My last parade was on Easter 

Sunday 1966, where I was a member of 

the military Guard of Honour for 

DeValera. In later years I joined Civil 

Defence and led one of the Dublin Rescue 

teams.  

 

Following schooldays the hunt was on for 

a job. The aim for most, not always 

attained, was a permanent and pensionable 

job. In 1962, I landed a job with Bord na 

Mona, working in their Hollerith section. 

From 1965 until 1971 I worked a 1301 in 

the computer bureau division of the 

computer manufacturer ICL. Computer 

bureaux provided computer services to 

companies who could not afford a 

computer. Thus we ran payrolls, stock 

reports, sales analyses and statements.  

 

On 31st May 1971, I joined the New 

Ireland Assurance. Much of my working 

life was spent in computer operations. I 

trained and worked for a short time as a 

COBOL Programmer, but I returned back 

to Operations when a promotional position 

became available. 

 

I left the New Ireland on 31st May 2001, 

following the takeover of the New Ireland 

by Bank of Ireland. As New Ireland 

merged with Lifetime (BOI’s Life 

Assurance arm), I was one of two 

Computer Operations Managers in the 

merged company. I was thus lucky to be 

allowed to retire early. 

 

1995 saw me commence an evening 

degree course in UCD. I completed this in 

2002, with the conferring of a BA (Hons) 

in Greek and Roman Civilisation and 

History. After graduation I did a TEFL 

course in Dublin School of English.  I 

teach English during part of the summer to 

students, usually from Spain and Italy, 

who come to Ireland for two weeks 

language courses. 

 

In 2002 DBS were seeking part time 

library assistants for their library at the 

School of Arts. I applied and following an 

interview with Ritamary Bolton and 

Carmel Kilcullen, I was offered a job with 

the School of Arts. As the academic year 

2004/2005 progressed, there were 

problems with book storage. By the time 

all the books had been returned, we were 

overflowing books onto the study desks. 

The Business Library was experiencing a 

similar problem.  

 

The final decision was to merge the two 

libraries into a single location. The chosen 

location was the second floor in Aungier 

Street, where the existing library took over 

the entire floor. By the 15th August 2005, 

the Arts Library finally closed down in 

South William Street. My first day in the 

new postgraduate library was 6th March 

2006.  

 

I think that  it is fair to say that over the 

years at DBS I have dealt with many 

wonderful students. 


