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Library News & Events 
 

Overdues 
  
Overdue 
notices are 
now being 
emailed. 
Email notices will be sent to students’ 
mydbs.ie accounts. The Library is also 
sending reminder notices to Library 
users three days prior to the return 
date of their books. Thanks to Darragh 
Madden in IT and David Hughes, 
Systems Librarian for their work on 
this. 
 
 

Resources Update 

 
New Databases/Software 
 
Library, Information Science & 
Technology Abstracts (LISTA) with Full 
Text  
 
LISTA full-text indexes more than 500 
core journals, more than 50 priority 
journals, and 125 selective journals; 
plus books, research reports and 
proceedings. This database also 
contains full text for more than 240 
journals.  
 
Subject coverage includes 
librarianship, classification, cataloging, 
bibliometrics, online information 
retrieval, information management 
and more. Coverage in the database 
extends back as far as the mid-1960s. 

To access this database, please go to 
search all resources on the Library 
Website.  
 

SocINDEX with Full Text is the world's 
most comprehensive sociology 
research database. The database 
features more than 2,066,400 records 
with subject headings from a 19,750+ 
term sociological thesaurus designed 
by subject experts and expert 
lexicographers. SocINDEX with Full 
Text contains full text for 777 journals 
dating back to 1908. This database 
also includes full text for more than 
820 books and monographs, and full 
text for 13,947 conference papers. 
 

 

LinkSource 

The Library recently acquired link 
resolver software: Linksource which 
links Library users to full-text content 
across the Library’s e-holdings. If an 
article is not available full-text on one 
database for example, library users 
will be linked seamlessly to full-text 
content on other DBS Library database 
or to content on Google Scholar.  

 

Emerald ebooks trial  

Emerald better known for its business 
database and journals; has branched 
into ebooks.  

 

 

J a n u a r y 2 0 1 0  

http://dbslibrary.blogspot.com/2010/01/emerald-ebooks-trial.html
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For the next few weeks we have 
access to their two ebook series 
collections: 
 
Emerald Business, Management and 
Economics eBook Series Collection 
contains over 450 volumes from over 
60 book series titles, featuring 
relevant, international content in 
many fields including strategy, 
economics and accounting and 
finance. A list of titles can be found 
here 
 
Emerald Social Sciences eBook Series 
Collection complements and extends 
the current Emerald portfolio, adding 
over 210 volumes from over 35 book 
series titles. Providing contemporary 
and high quality research, this 
collection contributes much to debate 
in the fields of politics, psychology, 
sociology, health care and education. 
Here's a list of the titles it contains.  
 
Access is through the Emerald 
website, in the same way you access 
Emerald journals. The trial lasts until 
February 14th. Happy reading!  
 
 

Free stuff! 
 
Free Ebook!  
Smarta is an advice and networking 
resource for anyone starting and 
running a small business. To mark the 
start of a new decade, they asked 
some business minds how they 
thought the entrepreneurial landscape 
would develop over the next decade.  

Entrepreneurs, marketers, investors, 
journalists and Dragons lined up to say 
why: 

 The cloud would be nothing 
without the crowd 

 Small is the new large 
 This will be the decade of the 

mobile phone 
 Apps are more than just a 

buzzword 
 Green tech will be where the 

smart investments are made 
 Collaboration is king 

 

 
Zotero - A free Firefox add on (ie you 
need to be using Mozilla Firefox as 
your internet browser) developed by 
the Centre for New Media & History at 
George Mason University. Zotero 
allows you to import & export items in 
a range of formats (including images 
and presentations) add your own 
notes and arrange bibliographic 
citations into your chosen referencing 
style. The best way to get started with 
Zotero is to watch the demo videos on 
the site. 
 
 
 

Library Trivia 
 

Famous Librarians 
 

 Giacomo Casanova: 
The infamous spy, 
writer, diplomat and 
lover worked as a 
librarian towards the 
end of his life. 
Casanova was born in 

Venice during the first half of the 18th 
century. He studied to become a priest 
at the University of Padua and the 
Seminary of St. Cypria but was soon 
engaging in numerous love affairs and 
did not complete his studies. From 

http://info.emeraldinsight.com/products/ebookseries/collections.htm?id=3
http://info.emeraldinsight.com/products/ebookseries/collections.htm?id=2
http://info.emeraldinsight.com/products/ebookseries/collections.htm?id=2
http://dbslibrary.blogspot.com/2010/01/free-ebook.html
http://www.smarta.com/
http://www.zotero.org/
http://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=Giacomo+Casanova&bi=0&bx=off&ds=30&sortby=2&sts=t&x=38&y=14&cm_ven=blog&cm_cat=blog&cm_pla=link&cm_ite=search
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1785 he worked as a librarian in the 
service of the Count of Waldstein in 
the castle of Dux, Bohemia (now 
Duchcov, Czech Republic). It was 
around this time that he began work 
on his famous autobiography. 
 
 
 

Recommended Titles 

 
Wylie, J.C.W. 
 
The Land and 
Conveyancing Law 
Reform Act 2009:  
Annotations and 
Commentary 
 

Bloomsbury Professional, 2009 
Dublin.  
 
Portobello Library 346.043417 WYL 
 
Reviewed by Jane Buggle: Deputy 
Librarian 
 
Professor Wylie, Chair of Law at 
Cardiff University, is the 
acknowledged expert in the field of 
Property law and is the author of the 
definitive Irish Land Law, now in its 
third edition.  He was also a key figure 
in the establishment of the Law School 
at Portobello College in his capacity as 
Course Consultant.   
 
Until recently, very little of note had 
happened in the area of land law since 
the publication of his third edition in 
1997.   The Law Reform Commission 
Report on the Reform and 
Modernisation of Irish Land Law and 
Conveyancing Law (LRC 74-2005) was 
published in 2005 and its 
recommendations, in conjunction with 
the advice of Professor Wylie and that 

of the Department of Justice, Equality 
and Law Reform, have informed the 
Land and Conveyancing Law Reform 
Act 2009, which came into effect on 
December 1st last year.  Professor 
Wylie himself drafted the Act. 
 
The aim of this reform is to make the 
law more accessible by simplifying 
conveyancing procedures, extending 
the registration of title system and 
paving the way for the introduction of 
e-conveyancing.  
 
When the LRC was initially requested 
by the then Attorney General to 
review the law in this area in 1987, it 
was with the intention of finding ways 
to reduce conveyancing costs for 
house purchasers.  The Act 
modernises, reforms and replaces land 
and conveyancing laws dating back to 
the 1700s. Some 150 pre-1922 
statutes are repealed.  Old tenures 
such as the Fee Farm Grants and Fee 
Tail Estates have been abolished 
together with the rule against 
perpetuities.   
 
The Act distinguishes between home 
and commercial mortgages and 
tightens up what a lender can do in 
the case of a home mortgage.  For 
example, a lender would have to get a 
court order for possession and cannot 
exercise the statutory power to sell 
without court permission.  Joint 
tenancies in relation to real property 
can no longer be unilaterally severed 
as the consent of all joint tenants is 
required.   
 
The Act is a lengthy one and contains a 
host of other detailed provisions in 
many areas. As Wylie points out, the 
introduction of the Act means that 
conveyancing solicitors will have to 



Dublin Business School Library, 13-14 Aungier Street, Dublin 2. Ph: 4177572 Email: library@dbs.ie 

Compiled by Marie O’ Neill, Head Librarian, Dublin Business School 

redraft all their documents: “All the 
old nonsense goes out the window. As 
far as mortgages are concerned, 
lenders will have to reword all their 
documents, and will need two sets”. 
With commentary and annotations 
throughout, Wylie’s book is an 
indispensible resource for 
practitioners in the area. Students of 
land law will find this text invaluable. 
 

 
 
The Demon 
Haunted World:  
 
Science as a Candle 
in the Dark  
By Carl Sagan 
 

Undergraduate 
Library: 501.2 SAG 

 
Reviewed by David Hughes:  
Systems Librarian 
 
Why should we subsidize intellectual 
curiosity? Ronald Reagan, campaign 
speech 1980 
...I don’t want you to improve 
education.  Then there’d be nobody to 
drive the cabs.  Letter sent to Carl 
Sagan. 
 
The late Carl Sagan was an astronomer 
and popular science writer, perhaps 
best known for the television series 
Cosmos and the novel Contact (made 
into a film starring Jodie Foster).  This 
book marked somewhat of a 
departure for Sagan in that it attempts 
to explain why science, and the 
scientific method is important.  It does 
not make any systematic attempt to 
explain the workings of the scientific 
method, but rather exhorts the lay 
public to learn critical thinking.  In the 

first half of the book Sagan sceptically 
examines some outré topics as UFOs, 
alien abductions and satanic child 
abuse.  All are found wanting for 
evidence with at least some “aliens” 
dismissed as follows: 
 
‘Occasionally, I get a letter from 
someone who is in 'contact' with 
aliens. I am invited to ask them 
anything. And over the years I've 
prepared a little list of questions. The 
aliens are very advanced remember.  
So I ask things like, 'Please provide a 
short proof of Fermat's Last Theorem”.  
Or the Goldback conjecture.  And then 
I have to explain what these are... ...I 
never get an answer.  On the other 
hand, if I ask something like “Should 
we be good?” I almost always get an 
answer.  Anything vague, especially 
involving conventional moral 
judgements, these aliens are 
extremely happy to respond to.  But on 
anything specific, where there is a 
chance to find out if they actually 
know anything beyond what most 
humans know; there is only silence.  
Something can be deduced from this 
differential ability to answer 
questions.’ 
 
In the second half of the book Sagan 
rails against the current state of 
scientific literacy (poor and getting 
poorer) in the USA and suggests mass 
media is more interested in 
entertaining than informing (money is 
everything, he asserts, thus network 
television is almost entirely profit-
oriented and so entertains rather than 
challenges).   The book, an absolute 
joy to read, also in later chapters 
posits a link between basic literacy 
and democracy, suggesting that 
illiteracy and lack of education 
promotes tyranny  
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The wonderful chapter Maxwell and 
the nerds comprehensively answers 
the question posited by Ronald 
Reagan above with the story of 
Scottish physicist James Clerk 
Maxwell, whose demonstration that 
electricity, magnetism and light all are 
manifestations of the same 
phenomenon laid the foundations for 
much of 20th century physics.  Without 
his work, there would have been no 
radio, television, radar, nor significant 
aspects of the electrical and 
microelectronics industries.  “Dafty” as 
Maxwell was called at school didn’t set 
out to discover television or radio, 
being merely interested in electricity 
and magnetism.  Sagan’s point is that 
the ability to provide practical 
discoveries usually comes from 
directions no-one can predict.  
  
Sagan is, was, a fantastic writer, 
eloquent, forceful and possessing a 
nice line in droll humour.  As someone 
with a background in science, I’m in 
total agreement with what he says, 
but I wonder if his argument is as 
convincing to non-scientists?  Read the 
book and see if you’re swayed.   
                

 
 

The Bankers: How 
the Banks brought 
Ireland to its knees 

by Shane Ross 
 

Penguin, 2009 
 

Postgraduate Library 
332.109415 ROS 

 
Reviewed by: Alex Kouker: 

Postgraduate Library 
 

‘The bankers’ is the sorry tale of the 
excesses of the Irish establishment in 
recent years; in particular: the banks. 
It is the breathtaking saga of Ireland’s 
spectacular path from boom to bust, 
an astonishing story of corruption and 
corporate governance. We have all 
read the spectacular headlines of 
corporate gluttony and the 
government’s failings in the 
management of Ireland’s economic 
affairs over that last two years. This 
book provides a powerful account of 
what exactly went on. 
 
Ross not only names and shames 
those dodgy bankers who went 
bonkers on a single commodity - 
property - he also explains the actions 
of the regulators charged with keeping 
the banks in check and preventing 
them from running amok in the first 
place. A common theme of well-oiled 
revolving doors between regulator 
and the regulated runs through the 
story. The reader is made painfully 
aware that real regulation never 
happened.  
 
Principles, rather than rules-based 
regulation applied, and cosy 
relationships existed to the point 
where AIB and Bank of Ireland 
directors sat simultaneously on the 
board of the Central Bank. Worse, 
independent assessments of the 
Financial Regulator’s performance 
were practically nonexistent. Ross 
notes in passing that “it did not 
benchmark itself against global 
counterparts – many of which have 
rules to govern their banking sectors, 
not merely principles.” 
 

The author continues to unfold the 
horror story by making sure the reader 
is aware that the banks were only one 
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(albeit crucial) cog in the economic 
bomb that eventually blew up the 
country. The other two partners in 
crime were the property developers - 
through their reckless borrowing - and 
the government, “which provided a 
tasty menu of tax breaks for its 
developer friends”. Eventually, the 
banks’ meltdown is laid bare, and the 
fallout of the whole affair 
contextualised. The only fun part of 
reading this book is its cracking prose! 
Follow Shane Ross’ blog at 
http://www.shane-ross.ie/ 
 
 
 

Careers Corner 
 

New Careers Service Website 
 
By Carol Clifford, Careers Advisor  
 
The new website for the DBS Careers 
Service is now up and running having 
been launched over the Christmas 
break. The new site has all information 
from the old site along with some new 
additions that we think you will find 
helpful.  
 
You can access the site at 
http://careers.dbs.ie/Main/Home.htm 
or by typing ‘dbs.ie/careers’ into the 
search bar.  
 
Here are just some of the things you 
will find on the site: 

 A live vacancies site 

 An online booking page for 

making appointments with the 

career advisor 

 Details of all upcoming careers 

events 

 Guidelines and templates for 

writing a CV and cover letters 

 Interview preparation tips and 

practice interview questions 

 Advice for career planning and 

job hunting in a recession 

 Graduate programme listings 

 Careers information for 

students of particular courses 

 Information on what past 

graduates of your course have 

gone on to do 

We have also launched DBS Careers 
Service sites on Twitter and Facebook 
so join up today to get alerts for all 
new vacancies and upcoming careers 
events. Thank you to Cliona O’ Beirne, 
Stephen Gray and Kevin Gaviscon for 
all their work on this project.  
 
 
 

DBS Staff Profiles 

 
 

Tony 
Peoples  

 
Student 
Services;  

Sports and 
Societies 
Officer 

 

 

“Student societies and sports are a 
path to a greater experience of higher 
education, to building friendships 
which will last far beyond your college 
years and gaining skills which are just 
as valuable as any you will learn in a 
lecture hall”.  
 
Thus aptly described by the ‘Union of 
Students in Ireland,’ sports and 
societies are crucial to the holistic 

http://www.shane-ross.ie/
http://careers.dbs.ie/Main/Home.htm
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development of students. As sports 
and societies officer at Dublin Business 
School I have the responsibility to 
manage students involved in sports 
and societies and encourage those 
who do not to get involved. My 
enthusiasm and desire for student 
activities is by no means a 
coincidence, but comes from my 
experiences as a student. 
 
Hailing from the walled city of Derry, 
I’ve always been involved with student 
affairs. Being nominated as student 
councillor at college and elected as 
Student president at University, I’ve 
developed a strong reputation for 
being extremely student orientated.  
 
Representing my fellow students at 
college and university provided me 
with exciting opportunities to get 
involved with different aspects of 
student life, in particular my 
involvement with student societies.   
 
Societies are organized by and for 
students. They exist because students 
want them to exist. Dublin Business 
School is more than exams, 
coursework and lectures, and students 
who are involved in running the 
student societies know this. During my 
time in university I was involved in 
various capacities with different 
Societies, in particular the 
international and university television 
societies.  
 
Getting involved with society 
committees and representing my 
fellow students as president left me 
with little time to pursue other 
interests; however I have always made 
time for sport which has remained my 
chief love.   
 

From representing my county in Gaelic 
football to playing a snooker match 
against Jimmy White, I’ve developed a 
wide and varied interest in sport. 
Indeed friends and family have always 
said it was predictable that I would 
follow a career in sport.  
 
After completing my GCSE’s at High 
School I enrolled at the Limavady 
College and studied a National 
Diploma in Sports and Leisure. After 
completing the course with straight 
distinctions and being awarded the 
‘star student award’, my affection for 
sport enhanced, so I continued my 
sporting journey and studied Sports 
Development at the North West 
Regional College in Derry city whilst 
playing soccer for Limavady United in 
the Irish League.  
 
Completing the Higher National 
Diploma under the assistance of a 
sports scholarship aided me to gain 
entry to the University of Central 
Lancashire, one of England’s most 
prestigious sporting universities. After 
graduating in June 2009 with a B.A. in 
Sport Studies I decided to return to 
Ireland; an Ireland that had been badly 
affected by the recession and seemed 
no place for a graduate.  
 
After working on a summer fitness 
programme coordinated by the 
Stormont government, I quickly 
realized that if I were to further my 
career in sport and societies and 
secure a permanent post I would have 
to broaden my horizons and follow the 
big smoke of the capital, Dublin city. 
Like destiny, within a week of arriving 
in Dublin I targeted the vacancy for 
sports and societies officer at Dublin 
Business School. After successfully 
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being appointed, I knew I had my 
dream job.     
 
I love my post at Dublin Business 
School. The students that I have 
worked with to date on the sporting 
field and in societies have simply been 
fantastic. Their commitment and 
enthusiasm has been astonishing and I 
am proud to represent them in 
student services.  
 
This year we have taken giant steps in 
building a strong reputation for Dublin 
Business School as a leader in societies 
and sports. Moreover, we are not just 
participating, but are sailing high in 
many of our sports leagues and have 
received an invite for the first time to 
the national society awards in Galway. 
I look forward to continuing to make 
progress this year and I hope to see 
you soon involved in sport or societies.     


