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The library, as detailed elsewhere,
promotes the use of Zotero to
manage your bibliographies. It's
free and it lives in your Firefox
browser, though a stand-alone
version will be released shortly.
One thing that Zotero can do is
format your bibliographies in a
number of different citation styles.
Recently added to the list of styles
available is the Oxford Standard for
the Citation of Legal Authorities or
OSCOLA as it is better known. If you
are using Zotero and want OSCOLA
formatted citations, you will need
to download the style required, but
the process is quite simple.
In Zotero, click on the 'Actions'
cogwheel and select Preferences.
Click the 'Cite' icon and select the
'Styles' tab. Click on the 'Get
Additional Styles' link. This will open
a new browser window with a list of
available styles. Scroll down to
OSCOLA or enter OSCOLA in the
style search box and click on
'Install'. Click 'Install' again and
...that's it. You can now select
OSCOLA from the citation style list
that appears when you choose to
'Create Bibliography'. Simples!

For the latest blog postings:
http://library.dbs.ie/blog.htm

During the summer, while most
students are enjoying some freedom
away from studying (and the good
weather… when available!) all the
DBS departments are busy preparing
the new academic year and here are
some of the projects DBS Library team
– in conjunction with DBS MSc
Information & Library Management
students on work placement, as well
as other people on work placement –
are working on to ensure that DBS
Library services are constantly
improving!

Access to resources
We are changing all our DVDs from 1
day-loans to 3 day-loans, and making
more core texts available as 7 dayloans to improve access among all
users.
Also, the Acquisition team has
started ordering items for the next
academic year and all lecturing staff
are invited to pass on their reading
lists to Marie O’Dwyer in Aungier
Street Library marie.odwyer@dbs.ie
and Joan Colvin joan.colvin@dbs.ie
in Dame Street Library.

Stocktake of the collection
You might have caught some of us
among the shelves with a (nearly
magic!) wand doing the stocktake of
the entire collection to make sure
that all books, DVDs, theses and
journals are here and available, and
that possible missing items (very
little!) are replaced.

Information Skills
Maria Rogers, information skills
librarian, offered classes to students
writing their theses to help them in
this process, and she is now also
preparing online tutorials to support
students on academic writing,
referencing, avoiding plagiarism, etc.
Preparation of the Open Day for
Staff
We are currently preparing the 2nd
Library/Careers/Student
Services’
Open Day for Staff, an exciting event
that will take place in the middle of
September. All DBS staff will be
notified over the summer by email
and postal invitation… watch this
space!

A New Aungier St Library…?
By Emilie Jost

Calibre: E-boom
management software
By David Hughes, Systems Librarian

Come and tell us what you think of the new look of our Aungier Street
Library! To make it even more welcoming and to help reduce the
impact of noise levels around the information desk, we have changed
desks and shelves around… and we hope you’ll like it!

It seems sometimes that there are
a myriad of e-book publishing
formats, so what happens when
you buy device 'A' and try but fail
to read an ebook in format 'B'?

Left: The Journals
have been moved
nearer to the
front door.
Below: The DVD
section and sofas
are now in front
of the library
desk.

The answer? You download
Calibre, which is a free opensource e-book library management
application, that amongst a wealth
of features, will convert a huge
number of formats and can
automatically detect/create book
structure, like chapters and tables
of contents. It can also insert book
metadata into a "Book Jacket" at
the start of the book (I've taken
this directly from the calibre
website, - go there and read more).
Calibre looks to be an indispensible
tool for owners of e-reading
devices, and it's free. What are you
waiting for?
http://calibre-ebook.com/

For the latest blog postings:
http://library.dbs.ie/blog.htm
DBS Library Locations
DBS Undergraduate Library
13/14 Aungier St, Dublin 2.
Ph: 01- 4177572
DBS Postgraduate Library
19/22 Dame St, Dublin 2.
Ph: 01 - 4178745

Movies with Librarians

Director: Alan J. Pakula
Cast: Dustin Hoffman, Robert Redford and Jack
Warden
.

Storyline: All the President's Men is an
Academy Award winning political thriller
film based on the 1974 non-fiction book of
the same name by Bob Woodward and Carl
Bernstein, the two journalists investigating
the Watergate scandal for The Washington
Post. 1
Featuring a library clerk (Jaye Stewart), who
gives circulation records to reporters

working on the Watergate story. Also,
Jamie Smith-Jackson and Ron Menchine
are librarians for the Washington Post
and James Murtaugh is a library clerk. 2
1

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_the_President's_Men_(
film) and http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0074119/
2

http://emp.byui.edu/RAISHM/films/agroup.html

Photo right: http://s3.hubimg.com/u/4705526_f520.jpg

Book Review >>> Joan Colvin, Assistant Librarian

Disability Discrimination Law
Smith, Olivia
Dublin, Thomson Reuters, 2011
Discrimination law is founded on the belief that much
of the exclusion of people with disabilities from
mainstream society stems from social prejudice and
from the fact that our social structure and
infrastructure has been designed by, and for, the ablebodied. Until relatively recently, according to the
author, the equal treatment principle did not apply to
disabled people because their very disability was
thought to render them naturally unequal. It was only
in the 1980’s, when discrimination law was first
introduced in the United States, that we began to
realise that, with a change in societal attitude, people
with disabilities could participate in mainstream
society.
This book deals with the operation of disability
discrimination laws, both nationally as in the
Employment Equality Acts and the Equal Status Acts,
and through relevant EU Directives such as the

Dame Street Library 346.0130417 SMI

Framework Equality Directive. It discusses in detail the
reasonable accommodation duty, which according to
Article 5 of the Framework Employment Directive
(2000/78/EC), “means that employers shall take
appropriate measures, where needed in a particular
case, to enable a person with a disability to have access
to, participate in, or advance in employment or to
undergo training, unless such measures would impose a
disproportionate burden on the employer”. This may
necessitate changes in the work environment and/or
work practices where reasonable, but should also
improve the accessibility of public services to people
with disabilities.
Smith also discusses the relationship between the
reasonable accommodation duty and both direct and
indirect discrimination, and goes on to consider topics
such as harassment, victimization, positive action and
the burden of proof.

Student Advice>>> By Alex Kouker, Institutional Repository Librarian.

How to: Submit your thesis for marking
& archival in DBS Library…
Students are required to submit their final-year project
(thesis/dissertation) in electronic format. The idea is to
archive theses and make them permanently available
online via the library.
Note that it may still be a requirement to submit theses
in hardcopy format for marking or archiving within a
given school/department – check with your supervisor if
this is still a requirement.
What are the advantages to submitting and archiving
theses electronically?
 Easily share your original research and
academic achievement with others online 24/7
 Present and communicate your thesis in a
transparent way (e.g. through Google Scholar)
 Your thesis will be preserved long term

 Prevent plagiarism (it is difficult for others to
steal your work)
 Support fellow students who can learn from
your experience through access to your thesis
 Publishing your thesis in electronic format
helps with building your career: your work is
published in a timely manner, visible, and
easily accessible by anyone with access to the
Web. For example, you can provide a full-text
link to your work on your CV.
DBS eLearning (eLearning – Student Information –
Library Support) hosts a straight forward set of
instructions for final-year students on how to prepare
and submit their theses to relevant supervisors.
Comments and feedback for improving this process
are welcome at alexander.kouker@dbs.ie.

Student Advice >>> By Andrea Dillon, Library Asst.

Thesis: Useful Resources
All classes are given by Maria Rogers, Information Literacy Librarian.

The networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations

is “an international
organization dedicated to promoting the adoption, creation, use, dissemination, and preservation of electronic
theses and dissertations (ETDs).” Theses are available in full text and can be browsed in three easy steps.
Step 1: Click on “for Researchers Find ETDs”

Step 2: Click on one of the search tools

Step 3: Perform your search

Thesis: Useful Resources - continued
All classes are given by Maria Rogers, Information Literacy Librarian.
Dart-Europe E-theses Portal is a searchable database of full-text dissertations and theses from various
European Universities. In total you can access “207557 full-text research theses from 338 Universities sourced from
19 European countries”. There are various search options available. http://www.dart-europe.eu
1. Basic Search

3. Browse options – where you can search by
University, Collection, Country and Year

2. Advanced Search – where you can narrow your search by
for example title, author and subject

Theses binding Services
Thesis Ireland is a competitively priced online
thesis binding service which aims to take the
legwork out of the final stage in getting all
your hard work ready for submission.

Locating a thesis on the online catalogue
If you wish to access a thesis for reference purposes only in
either one of our library sites, the best of way of locating one
is through the advanced option on our online library
catalogue, available at http://www.heritage.dbs.ie
Simply click on the “Advanced” link, enter your search term
and select dissertation and e-dissertation under media type
and click search.

Log on to ThesisIreland.ie and you can submit
your thesis online, convert it to PDF format,
select customization for the cover and pages,
make a secure payment using PayPal, credit or
laser card and ... best of all arrange to have the
finished product couriered to you (or direct to
the college) when it's ready. The only thing
they don’t do is proof read it for you...so make
sure all that is done before you send off the
final product.
The Thesis Centre
Opened since 1989 and operating from their
Lower Camden St. premises, the Thesis Centre
has been serving the local student population
of Dublin for many years now. They offer a
unique ‘Better than 5 Hour’ service- were they
can print and bind your thesis for you in 2-3
hours. 65 Lower Camden St. Dublin 2. Tel: 01
475 3616 Fax: 01 475 7342 E: thesis@indigo
.iehttp://www.thesiscentre.ie/
Other sites:
http://thesisprintingandbinding.ie
www.thesiscomplete.ie
Golden Pages: http://tiny.cc/1vujp

Student Profile - Antoinette Mc Cay
I’m currently completing an MSc in Information and
Library Management part-time at DBS. Studying
part-time whilst also working full-time has its
difficulties. From finding the time between work
etc. to do the readings, complete assignments and
of course trying to fit in drinks with your classmates
there is a lot on the part-time students’ plate. DBS
has a flexible attitude to part-time study and has
great facilities that would appeal to the part-time
student and with the extra time restraints on the
part-time student this is a great help. With online
access to the catalogue and remote access to other
online resources such as databases, ebooks and
Moodle there is greater flexibility. These facilities
can certainly make the life of a part-time student
easier. Thankfully first year is now over, we have
made it and now we can head off for those long
awaited drinks.
As part of the course we are required to complete
3 weeks work experience in a library setting over
this summer. Again, DBS is very flexible with the
arrangements for this work experience for parttime students as we often need to fit it in between
work, family etc. I have chosen to complete my
experience in the DBS library itself spending 2
weeks full time at Dame St and then 5 Saturdays at
Aungier St. As I study at DBS I have spent my fair
share of time at the Dame St library and I had no
idea just how much goes on behind the desk. From
the everyday enquiries from students such as

requiring help on the online catalogue and
requiring printer/photocopying credit to reshelving books and helping with the self-issue
station to ordering, receiving and cataloguing new
acquisitions.
My work experience started with a tour of the
collection and a demonstration of how heritage
(the DBS library management system) looks and
its capabilities. During the course of my time at
the Dame St library I learned how to renew books
for students and staff, settle fines and change the
loan period for certain books. I also became
familiar with the procedures for ordering new
books, receiving new books on Heritage when
they arrive and processing those new books
(including RFID tagging them) before they can be
shelved. The experience I gained from my time at
DBS library has shown me the sorts of tasks I
would be expected to carry out in any library job
and as such has been a great help to me. I also
learned a lot from speaking to the different types
of librarians at DBS. Among others I met with
Marie O’Dwyer acquisitions librarian and David
Hughes systems librarian and got a real insight
into their roles. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Joan Colvin and Fiona Cashell
at Dame St library who I spent most of my time
with and who took the time out to show me the
ropes. Cheers guys!

House collapsing under weight of rescued books
A Canadian woman's house is collapsing under the
weight of the 350,000 books she rescued from a
neighbour who was planning to burn them after her
bibliophile husband died.
Shaunna Raycraft, from Pike Lake, Saskatchewan,
stepped in when her widowed neighbour began to
burn her husband's collection of books. "There was a
house floor-to-ceiling with books. He was the
collector; she had tried to get someone to appraise

Article at: http://tiny.cc/r3tav
the books but they wouldn't come out [to
the house]. She didn't know how to deal
with them so she started to burn them,".
Thirty tonnes of books later, Shaunna
Raycraft has realised what she has let
herself in for. Let’s hope someone in
Canada helps this lovely lady out soon!*
* Miner edits have been made by Fiona Cashell to
original article from The Guardian 9/06/2011

*

Librarian Down Under By Caroline Montgomery
A year in the life of an Australian Librarian…
A brief personal account of one woman’s library related adventures during
a yearlong stay in Sydney, Australia.

I arrived in Sydney as a fresh faced library graduate
straight from the MLIS course at UCD. It was both exciting
and daunting when I started to look for work there. I was
eager to get an experience of working in an Australian
library having read a lot about them in LIS literature
before heading over. Initially as I had no idea where to
start, I took myself on a tour of all the local public and
college libraries I could find in the area. I was impressed
by the libraries of Sydney for their modern range of
services and their bright and spacious atmosphere. A
nice example is the Customs House Library (pictured)-

It’s quite the tourist attraction given its prime location in
the Old Customs House at Circular Quay, just around the
corner from the famous Sydney Opera House and should
you find yourself holidaying in Sydney and want to see or
use a good local library whilst there, this is one to visit.
Then by chance while walking around Newtown; an
eclectic collection of cafes, art shops and off beat
bohemian fashions on the outskirts of the city centre, I
came across The Women’s Library.
The Women’s Library is a small library run by women and
for women. It’s a cosy space where people are welcome
to come in, read or sit and chat. Men and Women are
both welcome to use the space and browse the collection
but it is specifically catered to women’s needs and
interests and only women can become members. The
Library is a charitable organisation funded by the City of
Sydney. The library’s vision involves providing a lending
and research service to the community including rare
feminist and lesbian books, ephemera and journals. It
provides a safe and supportive space to all women to
develop social networks, get access to training and skill

development. (Jones, TWL Strategic Vision 2007-2008,
p.7) The fiction collection held at the Women's Library is
completely female authored, in keeping with the
objectives to promote women's writing. The Women's
Library is also interested in promoting and shelving
Australian writing, including those of indigenous authors
(http://www.thewomenslibrary.org.au/thecollection.htm
l). The collection includes fiction and non-fiction books,
biographies, reference materials and periodicals on
feminist writings and Women’s Studies. Because the
collection at the Women’s Library is quite specified they
have developed their own system for classifying items.
The collection is divided into subject headings such as:
Anthology & Sociology, Literary Criticism, Religion &
Spirituality, Domestic Violence, Money & Finance, Self
Help, Education, Motherhood & Parenting, Environment,
Performing Arts, Sexual & Gender Identities, Feminist
Theory, Philosophy, Social Services, Plays, Sport &
Fitness, Government, Poetry, Travel, Health & Body
Politics, Politics, Violence, History, Psychology, Visual
Arts, Humour, Race & Ethnicity, The Women’s Liberation
Movement, Languages and Writing skills. The collection is
largely contributed to by donations of used books from
other libraries and members of the public. Attached to
the library is a small second hand bookshop; this includes
a more general selection of books and is available to
everyone. The library also hosts a lot of classes and
groups such as mother and baby groups, creative writing,
art and computer classes. It frequently hosts art and
photography exhibitions, poetry readings and talks by
female writers.

area for food and drink. There was also a separate
children’s section, a variety of foreign language
materials, a computer room and a local studies
department, where people could locate old council
records and maps etc. I particularly loved working with
the children and young people here. I spent a lot of my
time at the reference desk responding to individual
queries and providing textbooks for the ‘High School’
students. I enjoyed working on a project to collect
newspaper clippings to supplement the material on the
HSC (High School Certificate) course for the teenagers
who regularly used the library to do homework.

Photo © The Women’s Library, Newtown, Australia.
http://www.thewomenslibrary.org.au/project_events.htm

The library is run almost entirely by volunteers, many of
whom also work in other libraries or are gaining
experience with the intention of getting into a library
career. I decided to become one such volunteer and
gained valuable experience. The women who worked
there were all extremely welcoming and friendly and I
enjoyed the time I spent there, working mainly at the
circulation desk and sorting and processing donated
items.
The good news, for those of you in the library and
information profession considering a move to Australia,
is that there are actually a couple of very helpful
agencies dedicated specifically to placing information
professionals in library and Information management
roles. I heard about one such agency, The One Umbrella
http://www.oneumbrella.com.au/default.aspx from a
librarian working at the University of Sydney Library.
After registering with the agency, I was called in for a
meeting. They took a look at my CV and gave me some
very helpful advice on what Australian employers like
and expect to see. Not very long after this meeting I was
sent to an interview at Strathfield Municipal Library. A
large, busy and newly built public library just a little
outside the city. Later that day, I received a phone call
telling me I had the job. I absolutely loved working at
Strathfield library. The library was the hub of the
Strathfield community and was constantly busy with
people young and old alike. There were frequent
activities and events for children and families, local
teenagers came both to study and socialise and the more
senior members of the community came for a good old
fashioned sit down and a read. The library consisted of
two floors; there was an extensive fiction and nonfiction
section as well as a reference section, three private study
rooms as well as a large conference hall and a seating

Part of what made being a librarian in Sydney so much
fun was a group called the Library Folk in the Pub (LFIP)
who I found out about from someone I got talking to at a
careers fair at a stand for the Australian Library and
Information Association (ALIA). Essentially LFIP is a group
of librarians who get together once a month and chat
about library related issues over food and drinks. It’s a
very relaxed and easy way to network with other
librarians and learn a bit about what’s happening in the
various sectors of the library scene across Sydney and
throughout Australia. I made some great friends through
this whom I have remained in contact with even now
that I’m back at home.

References: “Strategic Vision March 2007 – October 2008” paper
Prepared by Gabrielle Jones, Convenor, The Women’s Library on
behalf of The Management Committee, March 2007.

Q & A Session >>> Interrogation by Fiona Cashell

Joan Colvin, Asst. Librarian.
Describe yourself in three words:
I would like to think of myself as caring, considerate and
conscientious … also, of course, extremely modest! But that’s
four words.

Can you tell us what some of your favourite books are?
Some of my favourite books are: The Shadow of the Wind by
Carlos Ruiz Zafon, The Book Thief by Markus Zusak (a fairly
obvious choice for someone who works in a library) and
pretty much anything by Isabel Allende. (My secret vice - for
holiday reading only - is a good detective story. Well, I guess

it’s not a secret any longer!)
Where in the world would you like to travel to next
and why?
Recently, I met two women who have spent three
months every summer since their retirement 20 years
ago travelling around Europe, Asia and Africa – now
that’s my idea of a holiday! It also makes retirement a
very appealing prospect.

Do you like working in a library?
Yes, I like working in a library, and the great thing is that
no two days are exactly the same!
Do you have a mantra or an ethos you like to stick to in
life?
I don’t always live up to it but my ethos is to treat others
the way I’d like to be treated.
A little birdy tells me you’re a great cook, what’s for
dinner tonight?
Weeknight meals have to be quick and easy, so tonight
it’s chicken breasts stuffed with goat’s cheese and red
onion marmalade. It’s even nicer when it’s wrapped in
Parma ham, but unfortunately the Parma ham was
yesterday’s lunch!

Book Review>>> by Alex Kouker- Asst. Librarian

Slaughterhouse Vonnegut, K. (2003) 5. London: Vintage
157 pages of brilliant prose; Vonnegut certainly belongs
to one of the great American post-modern fiction writers
alongside Wiliam S. Burroughs and Douglas Coupland
among others.
“All this happened, more or less. The war parts, anyway,
are pretty much true. One guy I knew well was shot in
Dresden for taking a teapot that wasn’t his”. With this
opening quote, Vonnegut traces his WWII prisoner
experience through the protagonist Billy Pilgrim.
Pilgrim is pushed into the war late and happens to be
captured by the Germans during the Battle of the Bulge.
He and his fellow comrades end up as POWs in Dresden,
where they are kept in the disused Slaughterhouse
number 5 witnessing and surviving the fire-bombing of
Dresden.
Throughout, Billy Pilgrim engages in punctuated episodes
of space and time travel. He is abducted by aliens for
exhibition in one of the local zoo’s attractions on the
planet of Tralfamadore, which happens to be
446,120,000,000,000,000 miles away from earth. Pilgrim
is enlightened about the transient and illogical nature of
humanity. The Tralfamadorians (who can see in 4
dimensions) alert him to the fact that free will is an
artificial construct that only exists in peoples’ minds. The
illogical nature of human beings seems confirmed, when
on Tralfamadorian notes that he has visited “thirty-one
inhabited planets in the universe . . . Only on Earth is
there any talk of free will."

The stipulation is that one cannot manipulate or
choose ones fate: individual choice only exists upon
vividly concentrating on each moment in one’s life.
Through his “travels” Billy learns about his own fate
(he’s eventually murdered) and embraces life as an
unavoidable string of events that one experiences
rather than influences. Essentially, the central theme
of Slaughterhouse 5 revolves around the concept of
fatalism: the idea of being powerless to do anything
other than what we actually do.
Slaughterhouse 5 is a highly engaging read that should
not be missed.

Student Services Feature >>> By Caitriona McGratten, Events and Welfare Officer

Student Services’ Survey – Needs you!
There’s a saying in show business ‘You’re only as good as

but like with the events we need to take our lead from

your last gig!’ and we in Student Services are just as

you! Sports and societies, welfare services and

accountable as any other entertainment providers so we

services for International students are all included on

are asking all students (young and old, new and

the survey.

returning) to complete a brief survey on the events that

we can handle it! If something isn’t working then let us

ran during the last academic year so that we can make

know and if you’re happy with a service we provide

sure that we continue to bring you the biggest and best

then we’ll be delighted to hear that too!

events. Whether you thought Refreshers’ Week was the
bees’ knees or RAG Week was more Wet Week than
anything else then tell us. Likewise if you think there is
an event that we’re missing out on; LET US KNOW. Fun
‘n’ all as the Student Services team is we are not mind
readers so we can only go on what we know works, and
more importantly, what you tell us.
The survey also includes questions on the services
available from your department. Student Services exists
to help you get the most out of your college experience

Libraries Around the World >>>

And why should you take the time to do the survey?
What’s in it for you? Well not only will we bring you
better events but everyone who completes the survey
will be put into a draw for a €100 All-4-One voucher.
The draw will take place once we have our first 100
responses in. So go ahead and DO IT! And when you’ve
done it tell your friends to do it too! The survey is
available here:

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RF295C7

The Library of Congress

The Library of Congress is America’s oldest federal
cultural institution and serves as the research arm of
Congress.
According to their website, “Today's Library of Congress
is an unparalleled world resource.”
The collection holds more than 144 million items and
includes more than 33 million cataloged books and other
print materials in 460 languages; holds more than 63
million manuscripts, houses the largest rare book
collection in North America and last but not least- has
the world's largest collection of legal materials, films,
maps, sheet music and sound recordings. Impressive.1
Right:
The building under Construction.
Top right: As it looks today.
Photo Source:
http://www.loc.gov/index.html
1 2
+ : Ibid.

Please be honest in your responses;

Washington DC, USA.

In 1888, General Thomas Lincoln Casey, chief of the Army
Corps of Engineers, was placed in charge of construction. His
chief assistant was Bernard R. Green, who was closely
involved with the building until his death in 1914. Beginning
in 1892, a new architect, Edward Pearce Casey, the son of
General Casey, began to supervise the interior work,
including sculptural and painted decoration by more than 50
2
American artists.

Book Review >>> By DavidHughes, Systems Librarian.

From the Velvets to the Voidoids
Clinton Heylin is an English music journalist and author
from Manchester, which is in England. He has written
extensively on popular music and Bob Dylan in
particular. From the Velvets to the Voidoids purports to
give the definitive story of the birth of American punk
rock (as opposed to English punk rock, which came
first, because Clinton Heylin says so), attempting to
trace a lineage that begins with the Velvet
Underground and the Detroit bands MC5 and The
Stooges and passes through the New York and
Cleveland scenes of the early/mid-seventies. If you like
the aforementioned Velvet Underground (and you
should), or artists such as Television, Pere Ubu, Talking
Heads, Pattie Smith, Richard Hell & The Ramones, then
this book is worth reading, being both good and
original.
Unfortunately, and I apologise for using this old
chestnut here, that which is good, the extensive use of
original and published interviews with the protagonists,
is not original and that which is original, i.e. Heylin’s
own words, is not good (the “Postlude” (sic) in which
the author amongst other things defends his view on
the true origins of punk, is at times unreadable). I so
wanted to like this book; as I say, the interviews are

The 2011 West Cork Literary Festival takes place from
Sunday 3 to Saturday 9 July.
This is a much celebrated festival, and this year will be
no exception; featuring the work of old, new, and wellestablished writers in what deems to be an eclectic
array of events!
The festival will open with a special reading featuring
the work of passed masters, and throughout the week
a random selection of authors will pop up during
events and readings – look out for them! As for living
authors – plenty of those too, including writers from
America, Australia, Russia and Libya; authors as old as
14 and as young as 82; student writers fresh off-the-

great and there’s a fantastic discography, but the
author writes like an overgrown adolescent. Fair
enough he’s a music journalist, but is there any excuse
for deathless prose such as the following:
“… the least unexpected was Johnny Thunders who
cheated Mr D until 1990, but finally struck out on his
ninth inning”.
What does that even mean? It’s the kind of word salad
you’d expect to appear in the book review section of a
library newsletter. Worse still, is his fondness for
using a phrase from a Patti Smith song (“sea of
possibilities” from Land) over and over and over again.
Ok, Clinton, we get the idea, but your sea of writing
possibilities appears in fact to be a small algae-covered
pond. Any attempt to create a lineage from The Velvet
Underground is at best half-hearted and unsuccessful –
there’s no sense of the Velvets, The Stooges or MC5
being any kind of progenitors to later bands. Yes, read
the book and afterwards seek out some of the music,
but skip the “Postlude”, you’ll feel better that way.

blocks and authors with a rack of accolades behind
them! Some of last year’s guests have decided to
return to Bantry to take part in the workshop
programme, which will be led by an impressive array
of wordsmiths – so do sign up early.1

Download the 2011 brochure. For more information
visit: www.westcorkliteraryfestival.ie
1

: http://www.westcorkliteraryfestival.ie

Student Services Feature >>> by Louise Butler Norris

French Students Historical & Cultural Day Out
Louise Butler Norris and Tony Peoples recently took French students on a historical and
cultural day out on the 1840's Replica Famine Ship- The Jeannie Johnson.

On Friday the 10th June we took the French summer
group out to see a bit of our historical culture and what
better place to start with but the ship that the
emigrants chose to leave Ireland on during the famine.
Between shaking off the winter blues and gearing up for
summer activities, it’s been a busy summer so far for
Student Services team. Louise B. Norris & Tony Peoples
brought our French students on a double historical tour
of Dublin last week, and what better place to start with
but the ship that the emigrants chose to leave Ireland
on during the 1840's- the Jeannie Johnson.
There’s nothing as exciting as taking one of the
historical tours available to all tourists and hearing of
the woeful tales of Irish passengers trying to escape the
misery of the 1840's Famine. The original Jeanie
Johnston was built in 1847 on the banks of the St.
Lawrence River in Quebec City, Canada. Its architect
was the Scottish-born shipbuilder and master craftsman
Mr John Munn. The 408 ton cargo ship was purchased
in Liverpool by John Donovan and Sons of Tralee,
Co.Kerry. As the famine gripped Ireland, the company
ran a successful trade bringing emigrants from Ireland
to North America and returning with timbers bound for
the ports of Europe.
She made her maiden voyage on the 24th April 1848
from Blennerville, Co. Kerry to Quebec with 193
passengers. Over the next seven years the ship made 16
voyages to North America; successfully carrying over
2,500 emigrants safely to the New World without life
ever lost, thanks to the Captain and the Doctor who was
stationed on board.
I found it quite claustrophobic to be standing where it
would have been a busy but dismal dark part of the ship
with no windows. Our guide asked us to imagine how
many people would normally have sat, stood, eaten and
slept in this small area which also held sleeping
quarters. I had shivers down my spine thinking of the
hardship endured. Mannequins were dressed in
clothing from that period and were strategically
positioned to give us a visual idea of what type of harsh
conditions that these passengers had endured. It really

helped us to envisage just a small portion of the
difficulties that they faced during that particularly horrid
era in Irish history. What a truly wonderful trip to have
taken and thankfully the weather stayed dry for both tours

which is always a bonus.

French students on board the Jeannie Johnson

Louise Butler Norris & Tony Peoples

French students pose at the helm of the boat.

