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Toby Philpott helps deliver 

computer training at Cardiff 

Central Library but 30 years ago 

he was a puppeteer who 

operated Jabba the Hutt’s left 

arm in Return of the Jedi. 

Philpott also operated Jabba the 

Hutt’s slimy flickering tongue.  

His career as a puppeteer began 

in the 1970s when he decided 

street performances would fund 

his travels through Central and 

South America. He is originally 

from a circus family and his 

father was also a puppeteer. His 

Sunday opening for winter exams 

For those of you taking exams in 

December and January, we will be open 

on the three following Sundays from 

11:00 to 17:00 to help you with your 

revisions: 

 Sunday 8th December 2013 

 Sunday 15th December 2013 

 Sunday 5th January 2014 

All our opening hours are available on the 

library website under the ‘About the 

library’ section, as well as on the Library 

online catalogue homepage and on 

bookmarks and posters around the two 

libraries. 

Christmas break – Library closure & 

opening of AS building 

The two libraries will be closed from 

Friday, 20th December at 17:00 and will 

reopen as usual on Thursday, 2nd 

January at 9:00 in AS and 9:30 in DS. 

Please note that during the Christmas 

break you will have access to 

classrooms in our Aungier Street 

building on Friday, 27th December, 

Monday, 30th December and Tuesday, 

31st December from 9:00 to 17:00 each 

day. 

By Emilie Jost, Head of Reader Services 

Jabba the 

Hutt’s left hand 

works in 

Cardiff Library 
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DBS Library Locations  

DBS Undergraduate Library  

13/14 Aungier St, Dublin 2. 

Ph: 01- 4177572 

DBS Postgraduate Library  

19/22 Dame St, Dublin 2. 

Ph: 01 - 4178745 

tutor in puppetry recommended 

him to Jim Henson who he worked 

with on the Dark Crystal before 

working on Return of the Jedi.  

Taken from a BBC News article available 

at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-

wales-south-east-wales-24508751 

  

Libraries in the News >>> 

Concerts at the 
NLI 

The National Library of Ireland on 

Kildare St. will host a series of 

Irish traditional music concerts 

entitled Man, Woman and Child 

starting from Wednesday, 27th 

November 2013 and continuing 

throughout the month of 

December culminating in a 

lecture by singer Jerry O’Reilly at 

1pm on 19th December.  

The Man, Woman and Child 

project is a research and 

performance project devised and 

co-ordinated by Michael Fortune 

and features many Irish 

traditional singers and musicians. 

Approximately fifty songs will be 

performed over four nights. All 

the concerts are at 7pm and are 

free to attend with no booking 

required. However the NLI does 

suggest that those wishing to 

attend arrive early to secure a 

seat.  

For more information see 

www.manwomanandchild.ie or 

contact Michael Fortune on 087 

6470247.   

Library eReader Pilot 
>>> By Jane Buggle, Deputy Librarian 

The Library will shortly launch an 

eReader pilot.  We have purchased 

10 Kindles and we are in the process 

of loading them with ebooks from 

reading lists.  We are prioritising 

purchase of books that are not 

available via our eBook platform, 

Dawsonera.   

For the first stage of this pilot, we 

will have five Kindles loaded with 

Arts related books and five loaded 

with Business books. Unfortunately, 

there are no ebooks in relevant areas 

of Irish Law yet.   

Students will be able to borrow a 

Kindle for one week.  Fines and the 

cost of replacement of the device, 

accessories and content will be 

charged on overdue Kindles.   

We hope that this service will be 

popular with staff and students 

and we will welcome all feedback.  

More details to follow. 

 

Librarians in the Movies >>> 

Good News (1947) 
Director: Charles Walters 

Cast: June Allyson, Peter Lawford, Patricia Marshall 

 

June Allyson is working her way through college in the 1920s as an ‘assistant 

librarian’. She falls for the football hero, Peter Lawford, and together they sing 

"The French Lesson" in the college library, dancing through the stacks as she 

re-shelves books with little attention to call numbers. In a later scene she 

wants to dress up to impress him and asks her girlfriend's opinion of her 

outfit. "You sure don't look like a librarian," she says. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-south-east-wales-24508751
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-south-east-wales-24508751


  

  

Library Ireland Week 2013 >>> By Emilie Jost, Head of Readers Services.  

Library Ireland Week 2013 

As you know, Library Ireland Week 2013 took place from Monday 11th to Friday 15th, 

and DBS library took part in celebrating all the services that libraries have to offer! 

As the theme this year was think outside the book, we tried to get you to do just 

that – by having a few events such as a library quiz, a pop-up library in AS reception and daily blog entries at 

http://dbslibrary.blogspot.ie 

So a big thank you to all who took part in the various events organised and well done to students John Meaney and 

Vickey Rajak who won the €25 one4all vouchers for correctly answering the Library quiz. Answers are below!  

And if there is one thing to take away from the week, it is that libraries are yours, so make the most of them!  

Wishing you a happy Library experience and use! 

 

Library Ireland Week 2013 Quiz Answers! 
 

2.  Accessing your library account online allows you to: 

 Access articles and reports (this is possible with our online databases 

instead – to learn more about these and the ways of accessing them, check 

our eLibrary page at: http://library.dbs.ie/Electronic-Resources/E-

Library.htm) 

 Access former students' dissertations and academic staff publications (this 

would be eSource – see answer to Q.9 for more details) 

 Make a donation to Librarians Without Borders (this is not the correct 

answer obviously but they’re a great bunch, check their website: http://lwb-

online.org) 

 Renew your library items, place holds, and manage your personal details – 

just click on the ‘Access my Library Account’ icon on the library homepage  

 

3.  DBS library uses an augmented reality tool, which one is it? 

 AcrossAir 

 AR Invaders 

 Google Goggles 

 Layar - Augmented Reality (AR) can be defined as “an enhanced version of reality”. It is created by the use of 

technology to overlay digital information on any type of image or object – for example a poster, a magazine 

page, a building, etc. If this image or object is being viewed through a device such as a smartphone, tablet, or 

any device equipped with a camera, an internet connection and an AR reader app., it will then “reveal” its AR 

content. DBS Library uses Layar that can be downloaded for free at: http://get.layar.com Just check our 

poster with the Layar logo on our posters! 

 Parallel Universe 

 Yelp 

 

http://dbslibrary.blogspot.ie/
http://library.dbs.ie/Electronic-Resources/E-Library.htm
http://library.dbs.ie/Electronic-Resources/E-Library.htm
http://lwb-online.org/
http://lwb-online.org/
http://get.layar.com/


 

  

5.  Which library class will take place on Wednesday 11th December 2013? 

 Advanced database research via Athens 

 Finding books, articles and more for arts students – the full schedule 

of all the classes available to you is available on the library website, 

under the ‘Library Services’ tab, ‘Research Skills’ section: 

http://library.dbs.ie/LibraryServices/LibraryClasses.htm  

 Planning, writing and referencing assignments for Christmas 

 Preparing a literature review 

 Zotero workshop 

 

6.  What is the library's 17th subject portal? 

 Economics 

 Film Studies 

 History 

 Law 

 Magical Studies 

 Psychology – the subject portals are a great way to search for online resources by subject. Indeed, each 

subject portal allows you to search the relevant databases linked to your subject, and also give you a list of 

relevant websites and journals titles for this subject. For more details, check the subject portals page on the 

library website at: http://library.dbs.ie/Subject-Portals.htm  

 

4.  What tool allows you to get organised with your assignments?  

 DBS Assignment Maker 

 DBS Assignment Planner – with DBS assignment planner you can 

manage your assignments better. Indeed, you just need to enter 

the date the assignment is given to you and its submission date and 

it give you 6 different steps to follow to ensure that you get it 

completed on time and with the best use of resources available to 

you from the Library. For more details, just click on the DBS 

assignment planner link on your Moodle homepage: 

http://elearning.dbs.ie  

 DBS Assignment Timer 

 DBS Assignment Tool 

 

7.  What is Athens (apart from Greece's capital)? 

 A single point of access to each of the library's electronic resources – Athens is indeed a single log-in 

system for all Library online resources.  With an Athens login you don’t need to log-in separately to use 

eBooks, databases, etc. – just log-in once, and you’re done! For more details, check our Athens guide 

available in the library, or email us library@dbs.ie    

 A search tool that allows you to search many of the library resources at one time 

 Both 

 

http://library.dbs.ie/LibraryServices/LibraryClasses.htm
http://library.dbs.ie/Subject-Portals.htm
http://elearning.dbs.ie/
mailto:library@dbs.ie


  

8.  What is DBS library web chat called? 

 Ask a Librarian – the Ask-a-Librarian web chat is 

available on the library website and allows you to 

contact us easily! 

 Ask Melvil 

 AskUs! 

 JustAsk 

9.  How many printers are there in DBS? 

 3 in Castle House, 2 in Dame Street, 4 in Aungier Street, and 1 in Balfe 

Street – so whenever you send a job to print, as it stays on the ‘follow-me’ 

server for 4 hours, you can release it from any of these printers, not only 

from the location where you happen to have used a PC or your laptop. 

 4 in Castle House, 1 in Dame Street, 3 in Aungier Street 

 2 in Castle House, 1 in Dame Street, 1 in Aungier Street, and 3 in Balfe 

Street 

 

10.  eSource is... 

 DBS Library online search tool 

 DBS Library programme of classes 

 DBS online learning platform giving you access to your course material 

 DBS repository that gives you free access to academic work from DBS students and staff – DBS eSource is 

an open access repository, which aims at making all its content as widely accessible as possible. It hosts full 

content materials produced by Dublin Business School staff and students, such as full text of articles, 

theses, conference papers, book chapters and more. To access eSource, just click on the relevant link on 

the elibrary page: http://library.dbs.ie/Electronic-Resources/E-Library.htm  

http://library.dbs.ie/Electronic-Resources/E-Library.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Library will be delivering the following library sessions for lecturers on an on-going basis. Sessions are designed to 

support the information needs of lecturers in the classroom and during the research process. Sessions can also help 

lecturers to evaluate the impact of their publication (citation hits etc.) in the wider academic literature. All welcome. If 

you have any enquiries about these sessions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

The library at Admont Abbey. Austria. 

 

Libraries Around the world By Amye Quigley, Library Assistant 

Admont Abbey was founded in 1074 by Archbishop Gebhard of 

Salzburg. The library hall, built in 1776 was designed by architect Joseph 

Hueber. At 70 metres long, 14 metres wide and 13 metres high it is the 

largest monastery library in the world. It contains approx. 70,000 

volumes of the monastery's entire holdings of over 200,000 volumes. 

The ceiling consists of seven cupolas, decorated with frescoes by 

Bartolomeo Altomonte. Light is provided by 48 windows and is reflected 

by the original colour scheme of gold and white.  

 

References: 

Benediktinerstift Admont (no date) Monastery Library. Available at: 

http://www.stiftadmont.at/english/museum/bibliothek/stiftsbibliothek.php 

(Accessed 15/11/2013). 

Wikipedia (2013) Admont Abbey. Available at: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Admont_Abbey (Accessed 19/10/2013). 

Monday 25th November | 1:00 – 2:00pm  
Copyright for Moodle and Teaching  
CH 3.5  
 
Monday 2nd December| 1:00 – 2:00pm  
Reading Lists: Best Practice and Tools  
CH 3.5  
 
Monday 9th December| 1:00 – 2:00pm  
Library Resources for Teaching  
CH 3.5  

Monday 13th January| 1:00 – 2:00pm  
Getting Published  
CH 4.7  
 
Monday 20th January| 1:00 – 2:00pm  
Measuring the Impact of your Publications  
CH 4.7  
 
Monday 27th January| 1:00 – 2:00pm  
Library Resources for Research  
CH 4.7 

Library Sessions for Lecturers      
>>> By Marie O’Neill, Head of Library Services 

http://www.stiftadmont.at/english/museum/bibliothek/stiftsbibliothek.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Admont_Abbey


 

  
I came across this interesting study 

the other day, which looked at 

creating patron focused library 

services from a retail service 

perspective. While a few years have 

passed since its completion, it’s 

intriguing to see how a consumer 

behaviour research and consulting 

firm for commercial environments 

had input into library service design. 

Back in 2008, Envirosell was drafted 

in by the Metropolitan Library 

System in Illinois to assess four 

regional libraries. The research 

objectives were 1) to explore the 

dynamics of visitor behaviour at four 

Chicago area libraries, including both 

public and academic libraries, 2) to 

measure visitor interactions at touch 

points in the library and 3) to 

generate information on how public 

and academic libraries in the Chicago 

area can better service and educate 

their visitors, thereby creating a 

more satisfying library visit. 

What struck me was the sheer 

intensity of the research project. 

Over a period of only two days in 

November 2007, 424 visitor groups 

were observed in all libraries. 

Observation involved the use of 

mapping programmes to track and 

time library customers’ movements 

and interactions. Small video 

cameras were also placed in all key 

areas of the libraries to record 

behavioural patterns, traffic flow, 

Incorporating a retail perspective into library services 
>>>By Alex Kouker, Assistant Librarian 

wait and transaction times. A total of 

750 hours of footage was generated 

for analysis.  Upon exiting the library, 

all customers were asked to 

complete a questionnaire enquiring 

about their library experience and 

the services they regularly use. In 

addition, 267 customers were 

interviewed after their library visit. 

The detailed findings of the study 

can be accessed here. 

It’s not so much the research 

findings that are of particular 

interest here (they are, but the study 

is six years old and a lot has 

happened in the library world since), 

but the research methodology 

applied and high granularity of 

results produced (the research 

methods toolkit is here). For 

example, the researchers 

differentiated between the activities 

“Pull” an item (meaning the visitor 

touched the item on the shelf with 

interest, or pulled the item from the 

shelf. Touching items in the process 

of looking for a specific item does 

not count as a pulled item) and 

“Take” an item (meaning the visitor 

takes the item off the shelf and away 

from the aisle. Take does not imply 

the visitor will check out the item). 

Further, the study differentiated 

between two important facets: 

customers’ stated attitudes versus 

tracking their actual behaviours in 

the libraries. 

One particularly interesting finding 

relates to the importance of library 

signage (see pp. 60-66 of the report). 

A considerable number of signage 

viewers (45%) looked at 

Stacks/Dewey signage during their 

library visit, which highlights the 

importance of carefully designed 

shelf-signage. You can find the 

recommended best practices 

summary as a result of the study 

here. 

 

 

http://www.envirosell.com/
http://www.mls.lib.il.us/
http://www.mls.lib.il.us/
http://www.webjunction.org/content/dam/WebJunction/Documents/webJunction/EnvirosellFinalReport.pdf
http://www.webjunction.org/content/dam/WebJunction/Documents/webJunction/Research-Methods-Toolkit.pdf
http://www.webjunction.org/content/dam/WebJunction/Documents/webJunction/EnvirosellFinalReport.pdf
http://www.libfocus.com/2013/09/could-this-be-best-practice-template.html
http://www.libfocus.com/2013/09/could-this-be-best-practice-template.html
http://www.webjunction.org/content/dam/WebJunction/Documents/webJunction/CFLBestPractices.pdf


 

  

Have you even considered how you think? The college 

experience requires us to ponder, wonder, reflect and 

contemplate all sorts of questions, concepts, ideas and 

theories but how do we personally go about this? 

Knowing how we think and take in information and 

process it will give us an advantage when it comes to 

research, completing assignments and responding to 

challenging arguments. 

Right and left brain thinking has been discussed for quite 

a number of years up to now but what does it mean. 

Ned Herrmann wrote about this in his book, “The 

Creative Brain” and highlighted that businesses that 

focus their recruitment on right brain thinking people 

are potentially dying a slow death. This suggests that 

creative and generative ideas are found in those who 

engage in left brain thinking. What does this mean for 

college going individuals? 

Depending on the type of person or thinker you are and 

depending on where your interests lie, the course you 

are studying will give a good indication of how you think 

about things. It might surprise some people to know 

that other researchers believe the discussion around left 

and right brain thinking is somewhat of a popular myth. 

The discussion itself developed out of one Roger Sperry 

and his research around epileptic seizures.  

He discovered that when the connection between both 

sides was disrupted seizures were also interrupted. This 

lead to an understanding that different sides of the brain 

were responsible for different areas but in reality it is a 

lot more complex than this. Most recent discoveries 

have found that when the brain works together with the 

left and right side in harmony maximum potential is 

more likely. 

Perhaps a more relevant question might be to ask how I 

can optimize my learning or understanding. There are 

different ways that individuals engage in learning. Some 

learning styles are visual, aural, verbal, physical, social or 

solitary. Certain individuals find that aural exposure 

seems to work more effectively for them and they will 

engage in listening to material more; while others find 

that group work and discussion works more efficiently 

for them in order to learn or understand something. 

The question at this point is which works better for you? 

Trying different approaches might highlight a potentially 

more effective area for you to work from or is the way 

you tend to do things now the best way forward.  

Asking ourselves these questions gives us the 

opportunity and chance to see if there is a more 

effective way of working. It could provide you with more 

time, energy and opportunity that might otherwise not 

have been considered. 

Linda Ryan is a coach and qualified psychotherapist. Please 

follow Linda on twitter @greatcocoach or check out 

LRCoaching.com 

Alumni Member Feature >>> Linda Ryan, qualified psychotherapist & alumna of DBS.

How do you think? 



 

  

Q&A Session with Google Scholar Citations 
By Marie O’Neill, Head of Library & Information Services 

 

What does it do? 

Google Scholar Citations is a free open source tool that 

enables you to keep track of citations to your articles. 

Citation metrics are computed and updated 

automatically as Google Scholar finds new citations to 

your work on the web.  Google Scholar Citations also 

allows you to calculate your H factor. A scholar with an 

index of h has published h papers each of which has 

been cited in other papers at least h times. The h-index 

reflects both the number of publications and the 

number of citations per publication.  

The advantages and disadvantages of individual 

citation analysis 

Many researchers are encouraged to find that their work 

is being cited. This can act as an impetus to conducting 

further research and to collaborating with other 

academics. Citation data needs to be contextualised 

however. It is influenced by the age of the researcher 

and the research supports that are available in their 

academic institution. Certain subjects lend themselves 

to higher numbers of citations as well as certain 

publication types (review articles for example). Poorly 

conducted research can also be cited whilst self-citation 

can distort citation metrics. Citation data can be helpful 

when seeking promotion or when applying for research 

funding but bearing in mind some of its aforementioned 

limitations, citation data should always be accompanied 

by qualitative information about the researcher’s career 

to date. Citation data is by no means the sum measure 

of a researcher. 

How does Google Scholar citation compare to other 

citation analysis software? 

Google Scholar Citations is free whereas other citation 

analysis software such as Scopus and Web of Science 

involve a subscription fee. A number of studies have 

indicated that Google Scholar Citations covers more 

journals than Web of Science and Scopus. Google Scholar 

Citations also lacks the English language bias of other 

citation software registering more journals originating in 

other countries and in more languages. Google Scholar 

Citations includes books, conferences papers and 

repository content.  Its wider content has attracted 

criticism as this can inflate the H index of researchers. 

Google Scholar Citations has also been criticised for its 

lack of bibliographic control: variances in author and 

journal title spellings for example.  

Using Google Scholar Citations 

 Set up a Gmail account 

 You then register via the Google Scholar 

Citations form: 

http://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&view

_op=new_profile  

 By giving your official email address, it allows 

your profile to be included in Google Scholar 

search results 

 You’ll be shown groups of outputs written by 

those with the same or similar name to you. 

Choose the publications that are actually yours. 

 It also allows you to add a photo 

 Your profile will look something like this:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: 

http://scholar.google.com/citations?user=zXJoZ9sAAAAJ&hl=en 

http://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&view_op=new_profile
http://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&view_op=new_profile


This charming and entertaining saga of 

a group of Italian soldiers stranded on 

a Greek island during World War II won 

an Oscar as Best Foreign film in 1992. 

The story opens with the soldiers being 

dispatched to occupy a Greek island in 

early 1941. The island is Syrna, and it is 

an out of the way sort of place, not on 

any of major shipping routes. The 

group consists of 8 soldiers of different 

rank and from all over Italy. Their 

leader is lieutenant Montini, who is 

more interested in culture, painting 

and the poetry of Homer than in the 

war. His batman (or assistant) is the 

shy and timid Farina, always soft-

spoken and agreeing with his superior, 

and among the rest are sergeant Lo 

Russo, two brothers from the 

mountains of Northern Italy, who have 

never been away from home before, 

Strazzabosco, a kind of muleteer, who 

brings his mule Silvana along, the radio 

operator Colasanti and Noventa, who is 

constantly looking for a chance to run 

away for home. 

Upon landing, the island appears 

deserted, but it turns out after a few 

days, that the occupants have hidden 

themselves initially, as the place was 

previously occupied by the Germans. 

Once they discover that their new 

“occupiers” seem relatively harmless, 

they come out again. The Italians for 

their part discover that all able-

bodied men were taken away by the 

Germans, leaving only the old and the 

very young and the women. After 

some initial mishaps (the destruction 

of their radio and the accidental and 

unfortunate demise of Silvana, our 

Italian heroes make themselves at 

home and are integrated into the 

island’s community. There are some 

hilarious scenes, for example, when 

the island’s prostitute, Vassilissa, 

comes to offer her services and Lo 

Russo immediately draws up a work 

schedule for the men, or when 

lieutenant Montini starts re-painting 

the old church and uses the faces of 

his comrades in the paintings of 

various saint, or the ever inventive 

ways in which Noventa tries to 

escape the island to get home to his 

wife. Gradually the soldiers forget 

about the war, and more importantly, 

the war and Italy forgets about them. 

It is only after some years, when an 

Italian plane lands on the island, that 

the pilot tells them they must have 

been there for over 3 years. 

In the meantime, Farina has fallen in 

Film Review >>> By Angelika Haaf, Reader Services 

Mediterraneo [AS Library DVD/1370] 
A film by Gabriele Salvatores 

love with and married Vassilissa, 

preceded by a confrontation 

involving his colleagues and a 

shotgun, and the rest have come to 

enjoy their life on the island, too 

(Strazzabosco even found a new 

mule to replace his Silvana…). When 

an English ship finally brings back 

the men of the island and takes the 

Italians away, not all of them want 

to leave. And many years later, 

when lieutenant Montini visits the 

island, he finds more of his former 

comrades than he expected. His visit 

is also due to a fit of nostalgia, it 

seems, as he is disillusioned with his 

homeland of Italy, and how things 

developed after the war. The new 

Italy that he and his comrade had 

envisaged, discussed and hoped for 

on the island did not turn out as 

they expected after all. 

At the end, the film is dedicated to 

all those who run away [from war] 

(“Questo film è dedicato a tutti che 

stanno scappando”). It is a funny, 

beautiful and clever comedy, with a 

few words of wisdom thrown in, 

about enjoying life and making the 

most out of it. It never attempts to 

delve too deeply into the darker 

side of war, and some might say it 

glosses over things, but for some 

feel-good entertainment, it is 

enjoyable watching for an evening. 



  

Suggestion Box Corner >>> By Emilie Jost, Head of Reader Services 

As you may know, we have a suggestion box outside of 

AS Library and you are welcome to drop your 

suggestions to the Library there. It is a great way to 

keep in touch with all our users and know what we can 

improve all year long and we will make sure to 

implement your ideas where possible, and to also 

answer to them in this dedicated corner. 

Since the beginning of the academic year we have 

received a few suggestions from you. Thank you very 

much and we hope to try and answer to your ideas and 

queries the best we can. 

First of all regarding our receipts at the self-issue 

stations: the date appears backwards at present, 

making it a bit awkward to read; so know that we have 

a ticket logged about this with our library management 

system’s developers, and hope they will have this 

changed very soon. 

A query was made to allow hot drinks in the library, 

while another actually asked that no food or drinks 

should be allowed at the PC booths: well as you may 

know, our policy on food and drinks in the library is 

that hot drinks and liquids can only be brought in the 

library if in properly sealed containers – as spills may 

easily occur – and no food should be consumed in the 

Library; so please be all respectful of these so that you 

can all enjoy a pleasant study environment! 

We also had a query asking that computers and 

printers screens be cleaned on a more regular basis: 

we will for sure be in touch with our Facilities 

department to have PC booths cleaned soon, and as 

much as possible we try to clean the printer screens 

on a daily basis, but will keep an eye and do it more 

often if possible. 

Finally a query came regarding using the DVD players 

on the PCs: unfortunately these have been disabled 

on all the PCs over the summer, but we have two 

DVD/viewing stations available for DVD viewing close 

to the two study rooms in AS library, so feel free to 

borrow a pair of headphones at the desk and watch 

DVDs there. 

Thank you for your suggestions, and watch this space 

for more in our next issue of the newsletter. 

Copyright  

Copyright matters in Ireland are governed by the Copyright and Related 

Rights Act 2000. The Library has established a dedicated email address: 

copyright@dbs.ie to answer lecturers’ queries about copyright. If you are 

unsure of whether it is permissible to distribute certain materials in class 

or post certain materials to Moodle, please do email us and we will reply 

before the close of business. We are also running a session on Copyright 

for Moodle and Teaching for lecturers on Monday the 25th November 

from 1-2pm in CH 3.5. All welcome.  

 Marcus Tullius Cicero 

Suggested by Angelika Haaf, Library 

Assistant 

mailto:copyright@dbs.ie


  German Christmas Cookies 

Christmas Baking Feature >>> By Angelika Haaf, Reader Services 

One of the nicest Christmas traditions in Germany is baking lots of different Christmas cookies in the weeks leading up to 

Christmas. There are endless recipes (both simple ones and some almost professional), and lots of regional varieties, even 

just in the names. Some of my earliest (and fondest) baking memories are of my mother, my sister and me spending a 

Saturday making Christmas cookies. My sister and I still had to stand on little stools to reach the work surface to cut out or 

decorate the cookies but it was great fun, and the atmosphere and smells in the warm kitchen were lovely. My brother, of 

course only showed up when the cookies had come out of the oven to try and grab some, because once they had cooled, 

they would be stored in boxes or tins on top of my parents’ wardrobe, and would then brought out on the advent Sundays 

and later for Christmas of course. 

So if you want to have a go, here are two simple recipes – one for German “Butterplätzchen” (butter cookies) and 

“Terrassen” (terraces). The dough for both is quite similar, and they are quite easy to make. 

Butterplätzchen 

Ingredients: 

250g cold butter (unsalted) 

200g sugar 

2 egg yolks 

500g plain flour 

Vanilla aroma (optional) 

1 egg yolk for coating (or more if required) 

Chocolate sprinkles or hundreds & thousands for 

decorating 

Preparation: 

Sieve the flour onto your work surface.  

Mix in the sugar.  

Make a well in the centre and add the egg yolks.  

Cut the cold butter into pieces and add to the flour. Knead 

everything together until you have soft dough. (You can 

use a food processor for this if you have one.)  

Wrap the dough in cling film and put in the fridge for one 

hour.  

Take a portion of the dough out of the fridge and roll it 

out thinly (about ½ cm thick or less) on a work surface 

coated with some flour.  

Use different cookie cutters to cut out cookies.  

Place them on a baking sheet lined with baking paper.  

Beat the egg yolk (if desired add a little bit of milk, but 

don’t let it get too think), and using a pastry brush coat 

the cookies.  

Decorate with some chocolate sprinkles or hundreds & 

thousands and bake at about 180 degrees Celsius for 

about 12 minutes. 

Variation: You can add some dark cocoa powder (not the 

drinking powder though) to half of the dough to make a 

dark cocoa flavoured cookie.  

You can also decorate with some almond slivers or 

almond halves instead of the sprinkles.  

Or coat the cookies with chocolate after baking (in that 

case bake them without the egg yolk brushed on.) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Terrassen 

For these you need a set of 2 or 3 cookie cutters of the 

same shape but in different sizes. 

 

Ingredients: 

250g cold butter (unsalted) 

150g sugar 

1 egg 

1 egg yolk 

500g plain flour 

2 level teaspoons baking powder 

Raspberry or other red marmalade or jam 

Icing sugar for decorating 

 

Preparation: 

Prepare the cookie dough as described in the above recipe 

out of the butter, sugar, egg, egg yolk, baking powder and 

flour.  

Put in the fridge for 1 hour. 

Roll out the dough thinly on a work surface coated with 

some flour.  
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More Christmas Cookie Recipes... 

Yes, we have another Christmas cookie recipe for you to try! 

Ingredients:  

175g Plain flour 

1/2 tsp. baking powder (half) 

85g Porridge oats 

175g Golden castor sugar 

1 tsp. Ground cinnamon (optional) 

140g Butter (chopped) 

70g Cranberries 

50g Almonds (sliced or chopped) 

1 tbsp.  Flaked coconut (optional) 

1 Egg beaten 

 

Method: 

 Place flour, baking powder, oats, sugar, 

cinnamon into a bowl and mix well with your 

hands. 

 Add butter and rub into mixture.  

 Add the cranberries, nuts and beaten egg.  

 Use a knife until mixture comes together in a 

ball.  

 On a floured board roll the dough into a sausage 

shape.  

 Chill in fridge wrapped in cling film for at least an 

hour.  

 Unwrap the log, slice into discs and arrange on 

greased baking tray.  

 Place in hot oven-gas 4/160c and cook for 20mins.  

 When cooked leave on the baking tray to harden 

and then cool on a wire rack.  

 Enjoy. 

 

Cut out the same number of cookies in the two or three 

different sizes.  

Put on a baking sheet lined with baking paper and bake at 

200 degrees for approximately 10 - 12 minutes. 

Let the cookies cool.  

Slightly warm up the jam or marmalade, put a dollop on 

the largest cookie, put the next smaller one on top (and 

repeat if you have 3 different sizes).  

Let them dry and then coat the terraces with icing sugar. 

 



 

  

Events and fun to be enjoyed over the Christmas break... 
>>> By Sharon. O’Shea, Reader Services 

The Reindeer run 

 An Annual event organised by the RNLI to help save lives at sea, 

this is a fun run for all the family. 

 Walkers, runners and children all welcome to take part in this 

event and of course those of you who especially love wearing 

Antlers!! 

Start training now and perhaps you will be ready not just to take 

on the 10km, 5km or even the 1km for younger children and 

strollers, but you will be all fit and healthy for the coming festive 

season. 

Taking place at: 

Marley Park on Sunday, 1st December 

See www.rnli.ie for more information. 

  

The Docklands Christmas Festival 

With over 80 stalls to visit this fun filled annual festival is sure to 

offer lots of Christmas magic and fun for all the family. 

With gift traders, artisan stalls, gourmet food stands and a bar 

serving festive mulled wine and a really wonderfully old fashioned 

Victorian fairground this is a festival not to be missed... 

Taking place at: 

The Docklands from 7th to 23rd December 

See www.dublindocklandschristmasfestival.ie for further 

information. 

  

Live Animal Crib (Mansion house) 

Enjoy the spirit of Christmas by visiting this most beautiful 

specially constructed life size Christmas Stable with real animals. 

A traditional event for many families, the launch will take place on 

10th December featuring a choral performance and entertainment 

for all the family. 

Taking place at: 

The Mansion House, Dawson Street, Dublin 2 between 10th and 

23rd December. 

For further details see 

http://www.visitdublin.com/event/Live_Animal_Crib 

http://www.rnli.ie/
http://www.dublindocklandschristmasfestival.ie/
http://www.visitdublin.com/event/Live_Animal_Crib


 

  

Áras an Uachtaráin 

 What better time to visit the beautiful residence of the President of Ireland. Join 

one of the tours and find out more about its very interesting and colourful 

history while enjoying this beautiful house dressed in all its Christmas glamour. 

Taking place at: 

Free admission tickets are available on the day from the Phoenix Park Visitor 

Centre. Group and advance bookings are not possible.  

Saturdays only at 10:30, 11:30, 12:30, 13:30, 14:30 and 15:30. The residence will 

be closed between 24th and 26th December. 

For further information check out http://www.president.ie/accessibility/ 

New database trial 

We have, from Friday 22nd November for the 

next 60 days, access to the Sustainable 

Organization Library, which is an online 

collection of approximately 8000 papers drawn 

from around 600 books and journals in 

sustainability, CSR, corporate governance, 

ethics, environmental policy and management.   

You can access the collection from either the 

home page www.gseresearch.com via the big 

‘SOL’ button or directly at 

http://gse.publisher.ingentaconnect.com/conte

nt/collection/gse_susorg2013  

Access is on-campus only. 

Free MOOCS: Mathematical Methods 

for Quantitative Finance 

Coursera are offering a FREE course on the Mathematical Methods 

for Quantitative Finance through the University of Washington. 

This might be of interest to our finance students. The course 

reviews the mathematical methods fundamental for the study of 

quantitative and computational finance. The areas of focus include 

calculus and multivariable calculus, constrained and unconstrained 

optimization, and linear algebra.  

Upon completion of the course students will know the 

fundamental mathematical concepts needed to effectively study 

quantitative finance areas such as fixed income, options and 

derivatives, portfolio optimization, and quantitative risk 

management. 

Course duration:   8 weeks 

Start Date:   11th December 2013 

Workload:   8-10 hours/week 

Taught Language:  English 

 

The course is available at: 

https://www.coursera.org/course/mathematicalmethods  

  

http://www.president.ie/accessibility/
http://www.gseresearch.com/
http://gse.publisher.ingentaconnect.com/content/collection/gse_susorg2013
http://gse.publisher.ingentaconnect.com/content/collection/gse_susorg2013
https://www.coursera.org/course/mathematicalmethods
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Christmas Films... 

Over the Christmas break why not borrow a DVD or two to take a break from your studies! Don’t forget that the loan 

period for the DBS DVD Collection in Aungier Street Library is now one week and can be renewed so take advantage of 

the great selection of DVDs available! Here are a few Christmas themed suggestions to start you off... 

Films Suggested by Amye Quigley, Library Assistant 

Love Actually 

[DVD/1388] 

Merry Christmas Mr 

Lawrence [DVD/0199] 

Meet Me in St. Louis 

[DVD/1838] 

It’s A Wonderful Life 

[DVD/0514] 

Fanny & Alexander 

[DVD/0105] 

The Nightmare before 

Christmas [DVD/0191] 


