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Method 
The researcher chooses qualitative research method 

because it produces more in-depth and comprehensive 

information and it allow greater spontaneity and adaptation 

of the interaction between the researcher and the 

participants.  The researcher used a Dictaphone and a 

laptop to record the interview. The interviews were then 

transcribed using Nvivo9 as part of analysis process. The 

data was collected from 8 participants 4 females and 4 

males aged between 29-47; they were all either in full time 

employment, or self employed from different nationalities 

namely: Nigerian, Romanian, Polish, Swedish and 

Spanish. Thematic analysis was used in this research 

project the research design employed was a data-led 

qualitative study. Access to the participants was sought 

through informal contact the researcher uses the actual 

voices of migrants to uncover the layers of subjective 

meaning of their experience. The researcher explained 

what the research project was about and why the research 

was being carried out.  Access to the participants was 

sought through informal contact and they were all 

interviewed individually. deeply personal nature of this 

research means that the issue of ethics was not a small one, 

therefore, confidentiality, informed consent, and the right 

to withdraw at any stage was discussed with the 

participants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Results 

From the data analysis the following themes emerged:  

experience of life in Ireland since arrival, integration 

experience, discrimination, racism, and cultural 

differences as barriers to integration, the needs for policy 

to address the issue of integration., and lastly obtaining 

the Irish citizenship came up as one of the factors that 

contribute to the feeling of belonginess to the wider Irish 

society and enhance the integration process;. In contrast, 

those who are already Irish have a different feelings 

contrary to those that have not yet obtain the Irish 

citizenship.   

Discussion 

The participants’ views and opinion of integration 

experiences differs and varied greatly.  While some have  

negative experiences, others have positive experiences. 

The locality in which the migrants resides emerge as one 

of the factors that determines whether the integration 

experience is positive or negative. The length of time the 

participants had spent in Ireland does not have any 

influence on their integration experience. Discrimination 

and racism emerge as one of the major barriers to 

migrants integration experiences in Ireland.  Others 

barriers reported were cultural differences. There was also 

an understanding by the participants that Ireland is new to 

immigration and migrants and some agreed that Ireland 

require more time in order to be able to address the 

integration issue.  The need for policy that will encourage 

and promotes multiculturalism and integration was of 

paramount important to the participants. 
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Abstract 

This study will explore migrants experience of integration 

in Ireland.  Using a qualitative method which involves 

interviewing 4 males and 4 females ages between 29 and 

47. The focus of this study is to find out the challenges 

and barriers that the migrants are facing in the process of 

integrating into Irish society.  While some of the 

participants expressed negative experiences of integration   

in Ireland, in contrast some have a positive experiences of 

integration. Different factors such as the neighbourhood 

cultural differences, racism and barriers were some of the 

factors that contribute to these varied experiences.  

Although despite Ireland limited experiences in 

immigration and integration issue it is evident  from this 

research that things are improving; however, there is still  

big room for improvements. 

 

Introduction 

This study aims to explore migrants’ experience of 

integration in Ireland. This study will provide qualitative 

information on the migrants’ day to day experiences of 

settling down in Ireland. It will contribute to a better 

understanding of migrants’ integration experiences as well 

as inform our understanding  of barriers to integration and 

factors that enhance positive integration experience.  The 

research will look at relevant policies and programmes on 

migrants integration in Ireland and compare with other 

countries. How well migrants settle down or not can be 

agreed to have a major impact on every other aspect of 

their life.  Most often the society can presume what the 

migrants’ experiences are; however, the actual 

experiences and how it impact on their day to day living 

may be unknown or hidden to the wider society.  With this 

in mind the researcher identified that a qualitative method 

will be most appropriate in this study as it will give the 

migrants voices and allow the migrants’ the opportunity to 

express their opinion fully on their integration experience 

in Ireland.   

 


