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National Position

https://www.dri.ie/sites/default/files/files/National%20Principles%20on%20Open%20Access%2

0Policy%20Statement%20%28FINAL%2023%20Oct%202012%20%29.pdf

“Open Access adds value to 
research, to the economy and 
to society. The outputs from 
publicly funded research 
should be publicly available to 
researchers, but also to 
potential users in education, 
business, charitable and public 
sectors, and to the general 
public. “

https://www.dri.ie/sites/default/files/files/National%20Principles%20on%20Open%20Access%20Policy%20Statement%20(FINAL%2023%20Oct%202012%20).pdf


“We need to develop critical 

mass in our research capacity, 

to ensure that we attract the 

best researchers and develop 

world-class capability in high-

value niche areas.” p.4

“..how the higher education 

system addresses the full 

range of its responsibilities 

towards society, including 

business, local communities, 

the wider education sector 

and the wider international 

world. “ p.5

https://hea.ie/assets/uploads/2017/06/National-

Strategy-for-Higher-Education-2030.pdf

National Position

https://hea.ie/assets/uploads/2017/06/National-Strategy-for-Higher-Education-2030.pdf
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1. IFLA SIG 2019 Dublin Business School

Co-Chaired DBS and CCT College

https://www.ifla.org/node/92080

https://www.ifla.org/node/92080


“Members of a 

community of practice 

are practitioners. They 

develop a shared 

repertoire of resources: 

experiences, stories, 

tools” 
https://wenger-trayner.com/introduction-to-

communities-of-practice/

Community of Practice

https://wenger-trayner.com/introduction-to-communities-of-practice/


IFLA SIG 2019 Dublin Business School

Reviews

https://librarypublishing.org/reflections-on-ifla-midterm-2019/

https://www.libraryassociation.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/An_Leabharlann_28-2_Full.pdf

https://librarypublishing.org/reflections-on-ifla-midterm-2019/
https://www.libraryassociation.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/An_Leabharlann_28-2_Full.pdf


2. Library Association of Ireland 
Library Publishing Group 

Mission: “To support and expand the 

library publishing culture in

Ireland. Activities include teaching, 

sharing best practice and

fostering and developing networks 

and communities within Ireland

and internationally.”

Vision: “To create an active and 

inclusive community of practice for 

library publishing in Ireland. “



Membership



Member Journals: Examples

https://arrow.tudublin.ie/jouarrow/

https://libguides.dbs.ie/dbslibrarypress

https://arrow.tudublin.ie/jouarrow/
https://libguides.dbs.ie/dbslibrarypress


Platforms

2007

Technological University 
Dublin

Digital Commons

2015

Dublin Business School

OJS

2019

CCT College Dublin

Digital Commons

2019

Cork Institute of 
Technology

Digital Commons



National Community of Practice (Wegner)

• Shared Vision: Draft Library Publishing Strategic Plan

• Shared Values:           Openness, Access, Creativity and innovation, 
Equality and inclusivity, 

Leadership and 
professionalism, Sustainability

• Shared Tools: Library Publishing Curriculum, WordPress site,
Email List, Twitter.

• Shared Practices: Library Publishing Coalition, IFLA Library
Publishing

SIG, OJS, Digital Commons, COPE



Library Publishing Group: Goals

Awareness 

• To raise awareness of the Library Publishing movement in Ireland

• To disseminate information on the latest developments within the Library publishing sector 
nationally and internationally

Skills

• To provide a variety of supports (knowledge sharing events, workshops, mentoring etc.) to 
support a national library publishing culture

• To mentor new library publishers and to showcase library publishing initiatives and successes 
in Ireland

Community

• To encourage active and vibrant participation by members in the international library 
publishing community 

• To forge links between Open Access and institutional publishing presses and libraries



Testimonials

“Joining the LAI Library Publishing Group is 

strategically relevant to my role as the Digital 

Scholarship Services Librarian at CIT Library where 

we are developing our publishing offerings in 

partnership with our academic faculty. It is new for all of 

us here and being part of a community of practice 

with other library professionals in this area is invaluable 

for me as a librarian and for my institution.” 

Sinead Hanrahan, Cork Institute of Technology



Testimonials

“The School of Celtic Studies DIAS is dedicated to 

the study of Irish and the other Celtic languages, both 

written and spoken, throughout their history, as well 

as related areas of cultural, social and legal history. 

The School publishes books and other online 

resources, and issues the annual journal Celtica. As 

Librarian, I support all research staff towards their 

research and publication work. As a member of the 

LAI Library Publishing Group, I hope to further 

enhance this support and to build on and develop 

networks within the library publishing community 

in Ireland.”

Margaret Irons, School of Celtic Studies

https://books.dias.ie/
https://www.dias.ie/celt/celtica/


Testimonials

“The LAI Library Publishing Group is a pioneering – much-

needed – initiative – that acknowledges and supports the pivotal 

new role of librarians as publishers of academic journals and 

other high-quality research publications.

As trusted practitioners in academy-led, researcher-centric, 

ethical and independent publishing, librarians are ideally placed 

to provide the platforms and apply the standards that comply with 

national and international open publishing policies – while 

maximising the impact of the published works. In turn, the 

librarian-as-publisher needs recognition and proper resourcing, 

as well as ongoing sharing of skills and expertise, in order to 

build capacity and fully realise the potential of this activity.

The LAI Library Publishing Group is the ideal platform to support 

librarians to develop this exciting and transformative professional 

role.”

Niamh Brennan, Programme Manager, Research 

Informatics, Trinity College Dublin



LPG Website

https://lailpg.wordpress.com/blog/

https://lailpg.wordpress.com/blog/


Opportunities



Opportunities

IOAJ



Opportunities: Plan S



Primary Research

1.National Survey of Librarians to 

ascertain awareness and practice in 

relation to Library publishing

2. National survey of publishers 

indexed on the DOAJ to ascertain 

librarians’ role in the publishing 

process



3. Library Publishing Curriculum

Embedded in MSc in Information and Library Management 



Student Testimonials

“The library publishing aspect of the programme 

was particularly enjoyable. It showed me a new and 

developing skillset for librarians, while highlighting 

the international library publishing community as a 

whole. The role of a library is not limited to archiving 

and preserving material, this module showed how 

libraries can play a stronger role in the publishing 

process.”

Colm Priestley, Student on the MSc Information 

and Library Management programme, DBS



Student Testimonials

“The Open Librarianship module was one of my favourites. It 

felt like the subject matter was really cutting-edge and relevant 

to the theme of the changing role of the librarian, something 

that we have been discussing throughout the entire course.  

The idea of moving away from traditional publishing is exciting, 

as the more we examined the current model, the more obvious 

the flaws became. I don't have a lot of experience in librarian 

roles yet, but I enjoyed the exploration of the idea that librarians 

could be publishers.  I think knowledge in an area like OL is key 

to librarians instigating change in the publishing system, so I'm 

glad we had the opportunity to study it”.

Aisling Hurley, Student on the MSc Information and Library 

Management programme, DBS



Student Testimonials

“I thought it was a great addition to the course. It gave some 

great insight into how the role of libraries and librarians is 

consistently evolving to include a wider range of skills and 

services. It showed how librarianship adapts to changing 

needs - the Open Access movement has grown so much in 

recent years, and libraries now have a way to contribute to 

this with their own library publishing. It wasn't something I 

had ever considered as a possible career path within the 

library field, so I was very eager to learn about it. The 

practical assessment of creating our own business plan 

was also very insightful - rather than learning only the 

theory about this field, it gave us a hands-on 

opportunity to experience some of the planning 

ourselves. ”.

Ray Gainford, Student on the MSc Information and 

Library Management programme, DBS



4. IFLA SIG Oslo: Part of the Dialogue

https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/library-publishing/sig_libpub_midterm_meeting_oslo_programme_final.pdf

https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/library-publishing/sig_libpub_midterm_meeting_oslo_programme_final.pdf


A Productive Year 
2019 - 2020

Educating the next generation 
of library publishers 

Expanding Technical 
Infrastructure

National Community of 
Practice 



5. IFLA World Library and Information Congress
#wlic2020

https://2020.ifla.org/cfp-calls/library-publishing/?cn-reloaded=1
https://2020.ifla.org/

https://2020.ifla.org/cfp-calls/library-publishing/?cn-reloaded=1
https://2020.ifla.org/


IFLA World Library and Information Congress
Tweet Challenge

#wlic2020

Challenge

Please tweet about something in Dublin/Ireland 

that you would like to see if you are thinking about 

or planning to attend the World Library and 

Information Congress in Dublin August 2020. 

Use the #WLIC2020 hashtag and #Libpub2020 

hashtags. Bonus points for using a Shamrock 

emoji! 

Decision

The Marketing subcommittee of the Congress’ 

Organising Committee will decide on the best 

tweet 

Prize

A beautiful shamrock pin and a beautiful book of 

Irish photography – to be collected when the 

delegate attends the Congress in August.



We Look Forward to Welcoming You Back to Dublin!

Go Raibh Maith Agaibh!


