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1. Background

• Film Ireland – Ireland’s leading film publication 

• Samizdat beginnings from 1986

• Regular print issues from 1987-2013

• Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly…

• Online only from 2014 to date
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2. Materials/Methods

• Recovering and collating 147 physical copies:

▫ Film Ireland editors (Steven Galvin, Gemma Creagh) 

▫ Irish Film Institute Archive (MI, Special Collections…) 

▫ Prof. Rod Stoneman (Huston School, NUI Galway) 

• Sourcing scanning hardware

▫ Fujitsu Scansnap SV600 (Thanks Eddie!)

• Scanning software
▫ ABBYY FineReader (optical char/recog)
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3. Initial ‘Findings’

• Simple Numbers:

• 27 years of publishing activity covered

• 147 physical issues from 1986-2013

• 12,000+ pages of content

• Max. circulation 4,200 (2006)

• 12 x magazine editors

• 35 x single-issue guest editors
▫ (Directors/Producers/Writers/Actors/Craft)
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3. Initial ‘Findings’...

• On Repeat Viewing:

• Emergence of structural/formal concerns
▫ Funding, EU, FDI, industry structures, training

• Emergence of content issues
▫ Representation, genre, gender, class, language

• Film Ireland as unique mirror/lens/scope for film 
activity and identity in Ireland across the period
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1. SAMPLES

• Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly…

• Online only from 2014 to date
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4. Up for Discussion:

• Research as Practice/Practice as Research
• Practice-led research is a conceptual framework enabling researchers to use creative 

practice, methods and output in research design and as an integral part of the 
research output.

• Both content and processes of creative practice result in knowledge and innovations 
that may differ from but can add value to traditional research approaches. 

(Smith and Dean, Practice-led Research, Research-led Practice in the Creative Arts, 2009)

• The Future of the Archive/The Archive of the Future
• “For many academics, researchers, and students, archives used to be and still are 

contentious ground, guarded tightly by the archivist/gatekeeper whose relationship 
with the material is very different than that of the researcher. The archivist aims to 
preserve and protect; the researcher hopes to explore and experience”.

(Anable, Dove-Viebahn, and Miller in Journal of InVisible Culture, 2008)
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5. Early Conclusions and Future Direction(s)

• Firstly, THANK YOU! (particular s/o to CL)

• Project has multiple value points:
▫ DBS faculty

▫ DBS students (Film, Film/Media, Journalism, Creative Media stream)

▫ DBS School of Arts

▫ Film Ireland (www.filmireland.net)

▫ Irish Film Studies (nationally and beyond)

• Project has particular significance in current vacuum:
▫ Foucault (The Discourse on Language, 1972) suggests that the archive is not 

merely a container of objects, but a statement, a communication of power. 
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5. Early Conclusions and Future Direction(s)

• Secondly… my “Munch moment”.

• Enormous misjudgment of task

• 37.5 hours?  (Insert emoji here)

• Currently ETA towards 2021/22

• A collective effort

▫ Cross-discipline/cross-institution

• And/Or 

• As a PhD proposal 
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